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Introduction

Prejudice isa multidimensional phenomenon of concern to multiple social
science disciplines. This has facilitated the consideration of several different
frameworks to understanding prejudice that may emphasize psychological,
social, economic and cultural factors concerning the causes and dynamics
of prejudice. The scientific study of prejudice in the context of white racism
in the United States began with psychological research in the 1930s. More
recently, research has been carried out in Europe, especially after the refugee
crisis. Although researchers have used different frameworks, these studies
have revealed differences in terms of the psychological, individual, social and
cultural aspects of prejudice. Psychologically, personality factors, cognitive,
and motivational forces are key to the development and maintenance of
prejudice. In this respect, values also have an important effect on prejudice, as
they are central to one’s understanding of oneself, the outside world, and one’s
place in the world. Values, along with individual identity and life goals, also
are a part of the personal meaning system people rely on in making sense of
themselves and their position in society.

This study examines the personal-level value orientations of university
students, and how they relate to prejudice. We address the extent to which
individual value orientations have an effect on prejudice. To the best of our
knowledge, this is the first such study in the Turkish literature.

A. Prejudice

Social psychology presents a rich literature concerning prejudice, as it
is one of the main topics within that field. Under the broad framework of
“intergroup relations,” social psychologists view prejudice and its related
processes in terms of relations with other people in social environments, with
a particular focus on attitudes developed towards other individuals or social
groups. Most often, these take into account features such as religion, gender,
race, ethnicity. Prejudice in social psychology became popular during the
1920s and 1930s in conjunction with the development of attitude theory. This
was facilitated by widespread hostility towards minority groups in the United
States, by the rise of anti-Semitism in Europe, as well as increasing interest in
minority communities (Marshall, 1999, p. 559; Richards, 2009, p. 181).

Psychologists studying prejudice are concerned with the formation
of prejudicial attitudes and their effects on behavior. Attitudes, including
prejudicial attitudes, are thought to have a three-component nature including
cognitive, affective, and behavioral dimensions. It is thought that each of
these three cognitive, affective, and behavioral dimensions play an active role
in the formation of a prejudiced attitude, and reveal themselves in the form of
prejudice, stereotypes, and discrimination.
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Figure 1. Prejuice and Associated Components

Stereotype
(Cognitive)

Discrimination Prejudice
(Behavioral) (Emotional)

As seen in Figure 1, psychological prejudice refers to the emotional aspect
of the prejudiced attitude. The hatred, admiration, anger, and other feelings
that people have towards certain groups constitute the emotional component.
While stereotype constitutes its cognitive component, its behavioral component
includes discrimination, which means treating other or different individuals
differently (Bernstein et al., 2012, p. 708).

Researchers also examine prejudice as learned attitudes and behavior
patterns. Accordingly, people are not born prejudiced. Instead, because of
what they have experienced or learned, a person may develop many prejudices
against groups they have never come into contact with and may acquire
prejudiced attitudes and opinions by observing and listening to others,
especially by listening to parents and other elders. Social media, movies,
and cultural influences can also create or maintain prejudiced attitudes
(Strickland, 2006, p. 508).

Numerous research findings show that attitudes often labeled as prejudice
may not be specific to a single group but may be generalized to many different
groups. First of all, the three dimensions of prejudice (cognitive, emotional, or
behavioral) not only concern personal social interactions but can also shape
broad public policies. This has led social science research to focus on negative
orientations towards racial and ethnic groups or categories in general. By
examining the research results in the literature, Williams (2006) lists several
important conclusions the research literature reveals about prejudice:

a. “Such negative prejudices, although widespread, are not universal.

b. Prejudice is not a monopoly of any one society or culture.
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c. Prejudice is not inborn but must be learned.

d. Prejudices towards different groups tend to go together: persons who
manifest prejudice toward one ethnic group typically show similar attitudes
to other ‘outgroups’.

e. Individuals vary greatly in the intensity and kind of their prejudices.

f.  Prejudices both encourage and are generated by actual discriminatory
behaviors and public policies.

Prejudices and behavior need not be congruent: specific situations can
greatly affect actual conduct, even despite generalized attitudes” (2006, p. 522).

1. Defining Prejudice

Prejudice derives from the Latin word “prejudicium” etymologically. In
modern usage, the term is not always understood in the specific context in
which it is used, due to its wider scope and complex connotations in ordinary
language. Ordinary use in the social sciences refers to categorical prejudices
that have cognitive components (beliefs, stereotypes), emotional components
(displeasure, hatred, hostility, jealousy, or fear), and behavioral components
(othering, discrimination, or violence) (Williams, 2006, p. 522). In addition to
the multiple nature of prejudice, the fact that the levels of being felt in terms of
factual, social, individual, and psychological aspects vary over time, its source
and consequences have led to the emergence of different approaches to the
definition of prejudice and the emergence of different views. One of the first,
most common definitions encountered in the literature belongs to Gordon
W. Allport. He defined prejudice in his classic work, The Nature of Prejudice
as follows: “Prejudice is an antipathy based upon a faulty and inflexible
generalization. It may be felt or expressed. It may be directed toward a group
as a whole, or toward an individual because he is a member of that group”
(1954, p. 9). As Taylor and Pettigrew stated, this definition combines two
elements: a. a negative feeling or mood towards the target group, b. distrust
towards members of the target group (2000, p. 2242). These statements clearly
demonstrate the idea that both false beliefs and negative emotions are involved
in prejudice. Since Allport’s classical definition, theories on prejudice have
become much more nuanced due to the changing nature of modern societies,
but the basic points in the definitions have not changed.

The definitions with the most consensus on prejudice have changed
over time due to developments in psychology, its subjects and measurement
tools, and traumatic and dramatic experiences (war, natural disasters, etc.) in
human history. Most importantly, definitions have often been simplified over
the years. The following table includes the definitions of prejudice made by
important psychologists from Allport to the present.
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As can be seen in the Table 1, the common point of the definitions is an
attitude toward negatively evaluating other people according to their group
affiliation. Although most definitions of prejudice emphasize hostile and
often negative prejudice, it is possible to talk about positive types of prejudice.
However, research trying to determine how prejudice arises and how to reduce
it tends to focus more on negative prejudice.

Table 1. Definitions of Prejudice and Change over Time

Year  Author Description

“... Prejudice is an antipathy based upon a faulty and inflexible
generalization. It may be felt or expressed. It may be directed toward
a group as a whole, or toward an individual because he is a member
of that group” (p. 9).
“Prejudice is a learned attitude toward a target object that typically
involves negative affect, dislike or fear, a set of negative beliefs that
Zimbardo &  support the attitude, and a behavioral intention to avoid, or to control
Leippe or dominate, those in the target group... Stereotypes are prejudiced
beliefs... When prejudice is acted out, when it becomes overt in
various forms of behavior, then discrimination is in practice” (p. 236).

1954  Allport

1991

“Prejudice is typically defined as a negative attitude toward
2000  Monteith individuals who are members of a particular group or toward a group
as a whole” (p. 278).
“Prejudice is defined as cognitive beliefs, affects, and discriminatory
2001  Leyens behaviors towards members of a group on account of their
membership to this group” (p. 11986).
2009 Stangor We now define prejudice as a”negatlve attitude toward a group or
toward members of the group” (p. 2).
“A very general term referring to the, usually negative, ‘prejudging’ of
unknown others on the basis of some visible (or aural) feature such
as skin color, dress, age, gender, facial hair, possession of tattoos,
accent, or body build” (pp. 180-181).
“Prejudice is a negative evaluation of a social group or an individual
. that is based on the individual’s group membership. Prejudice is the
Gillath & . . . . .
2009 negative affective component in attitudes, and it can set the stage for
Crandall O . .
discrimination—differential treatment toward members of groups
that are the targets of prejudice” (p. 1281).

2009  Richards

“prejudice will be regarded as any attitude, emotion or behavior
2010  BrownR. towards members of a group, which directly or indirectly implies
some negativity or antipathy towards that group” (p. 7).

“Psychologically, prejudice can be defined as a predetermined

2010 ?:Irlld()lp h- judgment of a group of people including its individual members. This
& preconceived judgment is usually considered to be negative” (p. 703).
“Indeed, prejudice can be defined as a shared attitude, generally
. negative, towards a social out-group, and thus towards members of
Martin, . . .
that group purely on the basis of their membership in that group.
2010  Carlson, & . o ,
Buskist Some of the most pernicious prejudices are those based on people’s

race, ethnicity, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, and mental and

physical health” (p. 704).

*5
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“Prejudice means “prejudgment”” It is an unjustifiable and usually
2010  Myers negative attitude toward a group—often a different cultural, ethnic,
or gender group” (p. 691).
“A prejudice is a rigid and usually unfavorable judgment about
an outgroup that does not change in the face of contradictory
evidence and that applies to anyone who shares the distinguishing
characteristics of the outgroup” (p. 253).

2011  Ferrante

“Prejudice an unjustifiable and usually negative attitude toward a
group and its members. Prejudice generally involves stereotyped
beliefs, negative feelings, and a predisposition to discriminatory
action” (p. 391).

Baron & “Prejudice is the feelings component of attitudes toward members of

2012 Myers

2012 Branscombe a group as a whole” (p. 203).
. “Prejudice is a negative attitude or feeling toward an individual based
2014 Baumeister & solely on that individual’s membership in a certain group” (p. 465)
Bushman Y P group p-
“Prejudice is an attitude that can be expressed in many ways, or
2015 Gross . »
which may not be overtly or openly expressed at all” (p. 411).
Lilienfeld, « . . .
the drawing of negative conclusions about a person, group of people,
2015 Lynn, Namy, or situation prior to evaluating the evidence” (p. 559)
& Woolf u p valuating v p- .
Ciccarelli & When a person holds an unsupported and often negative

2017 . stereotyped attitude about the members of a particular social group,
White - 1
it is called prejudice” (p. 522).

Source: (Ulu, 2019)

Another conclusion that can be drawn from the definitions of prejudice
is that prejudices are not only negative and categorical but also based on
inflexible, rigid, and insufficient information or wrong judgments (Williams,
2006, p. 522). In this sense, prejudices point to negative dogmatic opinions
about a particular outgroup. On the one hand, there is pre-determined,
immature, decision making before there is conclusive evidence, and on the
other hand, it is being directed towards the group rather than the individual.
Prejudice is making a rigid and unfair generalization about an entire category
of people. Prejudice can target people of a certain social class, gender, sexual
orientation, age, political affiliation, physical disability, racial or ethnic origin
(Macionis, 2018, p. 380).

B. Values and Value Orientations

Values are a general concept studied by almost all disciplines of social
sciences, especially psychologists, anthropologists, political scientists, and
sociologists. However, the definition problem encountered in social scientific
study of prejudice is also valid for values, and a definition accepted by all
branches of science has not been developed for values. Evaluating this
literature, we see two trends: (a) values as guiding principles in the lives of
individuals and groups; and (b) situations that serve the interests of individuals
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or groups. In recent years, social scientists have tended to focus on individual
and cultural differences in value orientations.

1. Defining Values

Although a common definition could not be developed as stated above,
it would be useful to include a few commonly used definitions by well-known
scientists to better understand the concept of values.

One of the most widely accepted definitions of value, as first formulated
by Rokeach, is “a value is an enduring belief that a specific mode of conduct
or end-state of existence is personally or socially preferable to an opposite or
converse mode of conduct or end-state of existence”(1973, p. 5). Rokeach has
also produced a set of research charts that provide an operational definition
for values and value systems. Secondly, in a pioneering study investigating
differences in culture across modern nations, Hofstede defines value as “a
broad tendency to prefer certain states of affairs over others” (1980, p. 18).
These values serve as the criteria by which the individual evaluates things
in the field of interest according to their importance. Values influence
selectivity in perception, information processing, and provide non-specific
guidelines for the selection of goals. Thirdly, according to Schwartz, who
sees them as cognitive representations of human goals, values are “desirable
transsituational goals, varying in importance, that serve as guiding principles
in the life of a person or other social entity” (1994, p. 21). Finally, Demirutku
and Stimer have tried to combine the definitions in the literature and, starting
from the important points pointed out by many definitions, the values are
“hierarchically structured according to the order of importance, which
behaviors or behaviors are used as a guide when choosing the preferences,
attitudes and behaviors of the individual gained in the socialization process.
Relatively stable beliefs expressing that goals are individually or socially
desirable” (2010, p. 18).

2. Values According to Schwartz

The creation of a values list by Rokeach to examine the values that guide
the life of American society has been a turning point in terms of values
studies. Following this pioneering work, Schwartz, a follower of the Rokeach
tradition, developed a theory on the universal structure of values and updated
the work by adding new values to the Rokeach list. Schwartz’s study generated
56 items divided into two parts, similar to Rokeach’s list. As a result of his
work with Smith, Schwartz determined five common features for values based
on the definitions they examined:

a. Values are beliefs. However, they are not objective, dull ideas, they
interact with emotions when values become active and operative in individuals.
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b. Values are directed towards desired goals (such as equality) and
behavior patterns that support these goals (such as justice, benevolence).

c. Valuesare beyond specific actions and situations. For example, obedience
may be related to work or school, sports or business, family, friends or strangers.

d. Values provide standards to guide the selection or evaluation of
behavior.

Values are ranked according to their importance. Sorted series of values
form a system of value priorities. Cultures and individuals are characterized
by systems of value priorities (Smith & Schwartz, 1997, p. 80).

Applying these common features to the 56 items he and Smith developed,
Schwartz arrives at the following 11 value types. He later removes spirituality
on the grounds that it cannot always be determined as an independent factor:

a. Self-direction: The purpose determined for this type of value expresses
independence in thought and action. It was developed on the basis of the
interactional needs between the organism’s needs for control and expertise
and autonomy and independence.

b. Stimulation: Stimulus values are derived from the organism’s putative
arousal and diversity needs to maintain the optimal level of activation. These
values are related to the needs that feed the self-direction values.

c. Hedonism: Thistype of value is derived from the needs of the organism
expressed by many scientists in different disciplines and the principles of
pleasure and happiness associated with satisfying these needs.

d. Achievement: The defining purpose of this type of value is personal
achievement, which can be achieved by demonstrating competence in
accordance with social standards. If individuals want to obtain the resources
necessary for their survival and to be successful in social interaction
and organizational functioning, they must demonstrate the necessary
performance at a sufficient level. Achievement values, as defined herein,
emphasize proficiency in terms of prevailing cultural standards and thereby
gaining social approval.

e. Power: The power value is based on more than one type of universal
requirement. The main purpose of power values has been determined as
attaining social status and prestige and controlling people and resources or
domination (authority, wealth, social power, protection of social image, social
acceptance).

f.  Security: The motivational goal of this type of value is the safety,
harmony and stability of society, relationships and self. It stems from basic
personal and group requirements. It can be claimed that there is a single type
of security value or two separate types at the individual and group level. This
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claim is that some security values are primarily self-interested (such as health);
it depends on whether others can be deemed to serve collective interests (such
as national security).

g. Conformity: The defining purpose of this type of valueis the restriction
of actions, tendencies, and impulses that upset or harm others and may violate
social expectations or norms. If the interaction and group functions continue
without any problems, it is due to the necessity of restricting the socially
destructive tendencies of individuals. The values of conformity, as defined
here, emphasize self-restriction (such as obedience, self-discipline, courtesy,
respect for parents and elders) in daily interactions, often in relationships with
close people.

h. Tradition: Groups everywhere develop symbols and practices
that represent their shared experience and worldview. These are eventually
recognized as customs and traditions that are valued by group members.
Traditions often take the form of religious rites, beliefs and norms of behavior.
The motivational purpose of the values of tradition is respect, devotion,
and affirmation of the ideas and traditions (respect for tradition, humility,
sincerity, sobriety) offered to the individual by his religion or culture.

i. Spirituality/Self-transcendence': Theologians, philosophers and
researchers working on religion emphasize that the main reason for beliefs
and traditions is to give meaning and consistency to life in the face of the
meaningless appearance of everyday existence. Most religions answer the
question of the ultimate meaning of reality by referring to some supernatural
being or force; non-religious perspectives such as humanism locate their
sources of meaning within the natural world. Because these answers refer to
what are commonly known as spiritual interests, this value has been named
the spirituality value type.

j.  Benevolence: This type is the more narrowly defined version of the
prosociality value type. The difference between prosociality and benevolence
is that prosociality is concerned with the well-being of all people, whereas
benevolence focuses on concern for the well-being of those with close
relationships in daily interaction. The motivational purpose of the benevolence
value is to protect and improve the well-being of those with whom they often
communicate (benevolence, loyalty, forgiveness, honesty, responsibility, true
friendship, mature love).

k. Universalism: This value type includes some of the maturity and
prosocial values belonging to Schwartz’s previous work. This strain was
developed not on a premise stemming from universal human needs, but
purely on empirical data from the seven countries where the research was

1 Schwartz removed this title in his subsequent studies because it could not be determined in every
study as an independent factor.
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conducted. Although a correlation was established with Maslow’s views on
the self-actualizing individual, a clear and universal motivation supporting
this could not be determined. For this reason, the results obtained from this
research were examined in determining the value sections that could be
conceptually stronger and a new type of value called universality emerged.
This genre aims to show understanding for the good of all people and the
environment, to spread a culture of tolerance and to display a protective
approach. The motivational goal of universality values is derived from the
survival needs of groups and individuals that become apparent when people
come into contact with people outside the larger primary group and begin to
realize the scarcity of natural resources.

We examine Schwartz’s value system in a sample of Turkish students in
order to empirically assess the relationship between values and prejudice and
related constructs.

C. Method

The correlational survey model, a quantitative research method, was
adopted in the study. In this model, we aimed to determine the existence and/
or degree of co-variation between two or more variables.

1. Participants

The participants of this study consist of approximately 1200 students
studying at three different universities in Kayseri. The data from 136 students
was not used because it was incomplete or did not meet statistical assumptions,
so a total of 1064 students’ data were evaluated. The participant group was
selected with the help of the convenience sampling method, which is one of
the non-random sampling methods. In the convenience sampling method,
the researcher can easily reach the group to be applied (Aziz, 2014, p. 54).

Most participants (73.2%, n=779) studied at Erciyes University, while
15.5% (n=165) studied at Nuh Naci Yazgan University, and 11.3% (n=120) at
Abdullah Giil University. In terms of gender, 60.2% (n=640) of the participants
are women and the remaining 39.8% (n=424) are men. Their mean age is
28.49 (SD= 2.79). The age range is 20-51. In the study, freshmen were 8.6%
(n=91); sophomores 37.6% (n=400); juniors are represented by 25.1% (n=267)
and seniors by 28.8% (n=306). In terms of place of birth, students most often
reported Kayseri (44.7%, n=476), Istanbul (4.7%, n=50), Diyarbakir (6.9%,
n=74), and Ankara (3.9%, n=41). Most regions of Turkey are represented,
but especially the Central Anatolia region. In addition, students born in
Germany (0.3%, n=3), Azerbaijan (0.2%, n=2) and Syria, Greece, Kyrgyzstan,
and Cyprus (0.1%, n=1) were also included in the sample. Figure 2 shows the
number of students from different areas of Turkey.
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Figure 2. Tiirkiye map showing where the participants came from
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2. Data Collection Tools

a. the Portrait Values Questionnaire (PVQ): The PVQ was developed
by Schwartz, Melech, Lehmann, Burges, Harris, and Owens (2001) to
measure basic values. The scale was adapted into Turkish by Demirutku and
Stimer (2010). The scale measures 10 factors (Power, Achievement, Hedonism
Stimulation, Self-direction, Universalism, Benevolence, Tradition, Conformity,
and Security) with a total of 40 items and the evaluation was made on a
6-point Likert type rating. Demirutku and Siimer, in their study, found the
Cronbach internal consistency coeflicient between .61 and .84; The test-retest
reliability coeflicient varies between .65 and .82. In this study, the Cronbach
alpha value for the overall scale was determined as .866. It is .558 for Power;
.728 for Achievement; .597 for Hedonism; .448 for Stimulation; .596 for Self-
direction; .715 for Universalism; .515 for Benevolence; .441 for Tradition; .550
for Conformity; and .640 for Security.

b. Stigma Scale: The Stigma Scale was developed to measure psychological
stigma tendency by Yaman and Giingor (2013). There are 4 factors in the scale:
discrimination and exclusion, labeling, psychological health, and prejudice.
Discrimination and exclusion refers to perceptions of discrimination and
exclusion as aresultand indicator of a person’s tendency to stigmatize. Labeling
measures the tendency to label individuals according to gender, marital
status, age, origin, and sexual orientation. Psychological health measures
stigma against individuals with psychological distress and communication
problems. Finally, prejudice measures the tendency to stigmatize individuals
according to their criminal tendency, worldview, seniority or age, lifestyle, and
individual characteristics. The scale contains 22 questions which are evaluated
on a 5-point Likert type scale. It is stated that individuals who score below 55
points from the Stigma Scale (multiplying the median scale value of 2.5 by 22,
with the number of items) have a low stigmatization tendency, and individuals
above it have a high stigmatization tendency (Yaman & Giingor, 2013, p. 1579).

<11
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Cronbach alpha internal consistency coefficients for ‘discrimination and
exclusion’, ‘labeling’, “psychological health’, and ‘prejudice’. Cronbach Alpha
internal consistency coefficients were calculated as .77, .68, .66, .54 respectively.
The Cronbach Alpha value for the overall Stigma scale was determined as .795;
the sub-factors showed alpha levels of .707 for Discrimination and Exclusion;
.533 for Labeling; .580 for Psychological health, and .497 for Prejudice.

c. Personal Information Form: A form developed by the researchers
was used to obtain information about the demographic characteristics of the
participants.

3. Application

First of all, the students were informed about the study, and it was applied
to the students who wanted to participate in the research voluntarily. The
application was made to the students in the classroom environment during
extracurricular hours. Participants were informed that the data would only be
used within the scope of scientific research and anonymously.

4. Analysis of Data

Quantitative analysis techniques were used in the analysis of the data.
First, normality test, which is a prerequisite for the application of parametric
tests and then reliability test were applied. The results are shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Reliability and Normality Analysis

Variables Reliability Skewness Kurtosis
Discrimination and exclusion .707 1.224 1.030
Labeling .553 .195 -.007
Psychological health .580 -.089 -.039
Prejudice 497 -.026 .246
Stigma Scale Total 795 .200 .377
Power .558 -.086 -.515
Achievement 728 -432 -.242
Hedonism .597 -.606 -011
Stimulation 448 -.574 -011
Self-direction .596 -.900 1.013
Universalism 715 -1.052 .854
Benevolence 515 -.824 .693
Tradition 441 -.613 470
Conformity .550 -.769 .605
Security .640 -1.124 1.036

PVQ Total .866 -.618 450
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As aresult of the normality test, it was determined that all of the data were
between -1.5 and +1.5, which is accepted as a normal distribution (Tabachnick
et al.,, 2019). Therefore mean, minimum, maximum, and standard deviation
values from descriptive statistics techniques; independent groups t-test to
determine the difference between two means from inferential statistical
techniques; Pearson Product Moments Correlation technique and Regression
analysis were used to determine the relationships between the variables. In
addition to these, Because the age and place of birth data do not meet the
assumptions required to conduct parametric analyses, we could not examine
the data for differences in values or stigma due to age or place of birth.
However, no statistically significant results were obtained between the groups.

D. Findings

The findings of this study are given in the order in the form of titles in the
context of descriptive and inferential statistical analysis results.

1. Descriptive Statistical Analysis Findings

The minimum and maximum values, mean and standard deviation
values of the variables of the study are given in Table 3.

Table 3. Descriptive Statistics

Variables Min. Max. M Std. Dev.
Discrimination and exclusion 1,00 5,00 1,74 ,66
Labeling 1,00 5,00 2,51 ,66
Psychological health 1,00 4,80 2,70 ,70
Prejudice 1,00 5,00 3,10 ,68
Stigma Scale Total 1,14 4,55 2,48 ,49
Power 1,00 6,00 3,58 1,13
Achievement 1,00 6,00 4,10 1,13
Hedonism 1,00 6,00 4,44 1,08
Stimulation 1,33 6,00 4,61 93
Self-direction 1,50 6,00 4,96 78
Universalism 2,00 6,00 5,19 ,72
Benevolence 1,75 6,00 4,92 ,78
Tradition 1,00 6,00 4,49 ,83
Conformity 1,00 6,00 4,78 ,85
Security 1,40 6,00 5,06 77

PVQ Total 2,90 5,88 4,68 »52

+ 13
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As can be seen in Table 3, prejudice has the highest mean (m=3.10;
sd.=0.68) among the stigma scale factors, while discrimination and exclusion
has the lowest mean (m=1.74; sd.=0.66). The Stigma Scale total score, the mean
is 54.50, which is similar to other research findings (Onk & Cemaloglu, 2016,
p. 1580; Taskin Yilmaz et al., 2021, p. 195; Toker Ugurlu et al., 2020, p. 258).
Slightly more people in this sample obtained a low stigma score than a high
stigmatization score (548 vs 516, or 51.5% vs 48.5%).

In terms of value orientations, participants most strongly endorsed
universalism (m=>5.19; sd.=0.72) and were least likely to endorse power
(m=3.58; sd.=1.13). This is comparable to several other studies of values in
Turkey (Kiran, 2016, p. 1269; Ulu, 2018, p. 197; Uslu, 2020, p. 27), although
the literature is not entirely consistent on this point. Other studies have found
benevolence and self-direction to be most highly endorsed, and hedonism to
have the lowest mean endorsement (Acar et al., 2016, p. 103; Arslan & Tung,
2013, pp. 15-16; Kizilgecit et al., 2015, p. 60; Mehmedoglu, 2006, p. 149; Ozcan
& Erol, 2017, p. 926; Tekel & Korumaz, 2019, p. 74).

2. Inferential Statistical Analysis Findings

In order to examine whether females and males exhibit a significant
difference in their stigma or values scores, a series of independent groups
t-tests were performed. We also conducted a correlation analysis to determine
the relationships between the subscale scores, and a regression analysis to
reveal the degree to which stigma might be predicted by value orientations.

a. Independent Sample t-Test Results

As Table 4 shows, a comparison of men and women’s stigma scale
scores shows that men had a higher mean Stigma Scale score than women
(t=-7.10; p<.05). This pattern remained true for the stigma scale subfactors;
men exhibited higher levels of stigma than women in terms of discrimination
and exclusion, labeling, psychological health, and prejudice. Mean, standard
deviations, and t-test results are shown in Table 4.

In the overall value orientation comparison, women were shown to
have a higher mean than men. This difference carried across several value
dimensions, but was statistically significant on the values of hedonism,
universalism, benevolence, and security. Women and men did not differ from
one another on stimulation, self-direction, tradition, or conformity. Only on
power and achievement did men have higher mean scores than women.
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Table 4. Independent Sample t-Test According to Gender Variable

Variables Gender n M Std. Dev. t P
o , F 640 1,63 0,58 .
Discrimination and exclusion M 348 105 0.76 -6,66 ,000
. F 640 240 0,66 .
Labeling M 348 268 0.65 -6,46 ,000
_ F 640 262 0,70 .
Psychological health M 348 281 0,69 -4,04 ,000
F 640 3,06 0,66
Prejudice M 348 317 071 -2,49 ,013*
' F 640 2,39 048
Stigma Scale Total M 348 2,62 0,50 -7,10 ,000*
F 640 344 1,15 .
Power M 348 386 105 -5,81 ,000
. F 640 401 1,14 .
Achievement M 348 436 103 -4,91 ,000
Hedonism ! 040 457 105 4,64 ,000*
M 348 4,24 1,08
. . F 640 4,63 0,90
Stimulation M 348 457 0.97 ,88 ,381
o F 640 498 0,75
Self-direction M 348 403 0.81 98 327
. . F 640 524 0,68
Universalism M 348 508 0.76 3,37 ,000*
F 640 498 075 .
Benevolence M 348 480 0.84 3,37 ,000
- F 640 451 0,82
Tradition M 348 443 0.87 1,56 ,126
F 640 480 085
Conformity M 348 470 0.86 1,77 ,078
. F 640 512 0,72 .
Security M 348 4,90 0.87 4,10 ,000
F 640 4,70 0,49
PVQ Total M 38 465 0:58 1,53 ,003*
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b. Correlation Analysis Results

The relationships between the variables of the study are given in Table
5. Beginning by examining the subscales of the Stigma Scale, we see that
discrimination and exclusion, labelling, psychological health, and prejudice
all showed positive correlations with each other. The same is generally true
of the PVQ Values sub-factors; most subscales correlated positively with the
others. The exceptions to this pattern were that power was uncorrelated with
benevolence and universalism.

Correlations of Stigma Scale Total scores with the PVQ sub-factors reveal
that Stigma correlated positively with power and achievement, and negatively
with stimulation, self-direction, universalism, benevolence, tradition, and
conformity. That is, as stigma scores increase, the other score decreases.

Similar results were obtained in terms of the labeling factor. Labeling was
negatively correlated with hedonism, stimulation, self-direction, universalism,
benevolence, tradition, and conformity. Labeling was positively associated with
power, but there was no significant relationship between achievement and
security factors. Psychological health was positively correlated with power and
achievement, and negatively correlated with universalism. Prejudice correlated
positively with power, achievement, tradition, and conformity. No relationship
was observed with the remaining factors.

Although these correlations were statistically significant, they were
generally modest in size. The strongest correlation in the data was a moderately
negative association between discrimination and exclusion with universalism
(r=-.305, p<.001).
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Table 5. Correlations Between Study Variables
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c. Regression Analysis Results

A regression analysis was performed to determine the degree to which
values predict stigma. The results of the analysis are shown in Table 6, which
reveals that the PPVQ factors together accounted for 16% of the variance
in Stigma Scale scores. Power, achievement, self-direction, universalism,
tradition, conformity, and security made statistically significant contributions
to stigma scores. Of these values, power, achievement, tradition, and
conformity were positive predictors of stigma, while self-direction and
universalism were negative predictors of stigma. Universalism showed the
strongest ability to predict stigma, with higher levels of universalism being
associated with lower levels of stigma. More broadly, higher levels of stigma
were predicted by higher levels of power, achievement, tradition, conformity,
and security, and also by lower levels of universalism and self-direction.

Table 6. Regression Analysis

Variables B t P r’
Power ,08 5,25 .000
Achievement ,04 2,55 011

Hedonism -,02 -1,46 145

Stimulation -,01 -,47 638

Self-direction -,06 -2,53 012 16
Universalism -,20 -7,38 .000 )
Benevolence -,04 -1,76 .078

Tradition 11 5,41 .000

Conformity ,05 2,24 .025

Security ,08 3,39 .001

Analysis findings showed that power ($=.080; p=.000), achievement
(B=.040; p<.05), self-direction (p=-.060; p<.05), universalism (p=-.202; p=.000),
tradition (f=.110; p=.000), conformity (f=.049; p<.05), and security (p=.083;
p<.05) among value orientations explained 16% of the variance in Stigma
Scale scores. According to the result of analysis self-direction and universalism
has affected the stigma tendency negatively. Of these value orientations, it is
universality that has the most influence on the stigma tendency. These results
indicate that stigma decreases as universalism and self-direction increase. In
terms of factors positively affecting stigma, increases in power, achievement,
tradition, conformity, and security predict increases in stigma tendency, which
is an expected result.

A second regression analysis was performed to understand the degree to
which values predict the prejudice factor of the Stigma Scale. Results showed
that higher prejudice scores were predicted by power (f=.080; t=5.250; p<.05),
achievement ($=.040; t=2.549; p<.05), universalism (B=-.202; t=-7.369; p<.05),
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tradition (p=.110; t=5.408; p<.05), conformity (p=.049; t=2.242; p<.05), and
security (p=.083; t=3.385; p<.05), F () = XX, R? = .08. Together, these values
accounted for 8% of the variability in prejudice scores. Tradition demonstrated
the most powerful effect; as tradition increases, prejudice increases as well.

F. Discussion

The aim of this study, which was carried out in three different universities
in Kayseri, was to examine the relationships between university students’
prejudice-specific stigmatization tendencies and value orientations. In
addition to this purpose, it was also discussed whether the variables used in
the study differed according to gender.

Descriptive statistics analysis results show that students’ stigmatization
tendency meanscoreis 54.50and standard deviation valueis 10.90. Considering
the scale midpoint of 55.0, this indicates a relatively high stigmatization
tendency among the students. In terms of the prejudice subscale, the mean
value is 3.10 and the standard deviation is .68. Students obtained a score above
the midpoint in the dimension of prejudice. According to this result, students
are prejudiced against people who are different in terms of criminal tendency,
worldview, seniority, lifestyle, and individual characteristics. Although this
reflects a relatively high level of prejudice on average, students reported low
levels of stigma behavior, as evidenced in the low average discrimination
and exclusion scores. Although researchers in Turkey have measured
discrimination and exclusion among professional groups such as nurses,
lawyers, teachers, athletes, and academic staff literature, only one study has
been found on university students. That study, carried out on medical school
students, showed results similar to those found here. Medical school students
reported levels of prejudice (m=14.69; sd.=2.96) that were markedly higher
than their reported discrimination and exclusion (m=9.12; sd.=3.15; Toker
Ugurlu vd., 2020, s. 258).

Among the value orientations, the highest average was obtained in
the dimension of universalism (m=5.19; sd.=.72). This result suggests that
university students are understanding and appreciative, caring for the well-
being of all people and the environment, and try to spread a culture of
tolerance. It is a positive result that university students, who constitute the
most dynamic segment of the society, are sensitive to local, regional, and
global developments and exhibit an attitude that takes into account universal
phenomena such as fundamental human rights, freedom to believe and live as
they believe, freedom of thought and expression. Considering that the lowest
mean in the stigma scale is obtained from the discrimination and exclusion
factor, the result becomes even more meaningful. One of the important
findings of the study is that students ranked traditionalism seventh. This result
suggests that moving away from traditional lifestyles under the influence of
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modernity and the psycho-social dynamics of urban life have affected students
and distanced them from traditionalism. In the literature, it is seen that the
benevolence dimension has the highest average. It is possible to think that
the dimension of benevolence - taking care of, developing and protecting the
well-being of those with personal contact - has diminished importance due
to the weakening of social relations due to the pandemic, negative attitudes
towards Syrian immigrants, and the economic difficulties Tiirkiye currently
faces.

It is also important that the lowest average was obtained in the power
factor. In this respect, university students in this study do not attach
importance to social position and prestige, nor do they seek control over
people and resources. Hedonism, which generally has the lowest average
in the literature, rose two steps in this study and took the eighth place. It is
possible to state that individual needs and pleasures related to satisfying these
needs have begun to gain strength in university students due to the economic
difficulties experienced in recent years.

As a result of the independent groups t-test, it was found that men
consistently demonstrated higher levels of stigma than did women. These
findings show that male students are more inclined to prejudice against people
due to their lifestyle and individual characteristics, to marginalize individuals
with psychological distress and communication problems, to label individuals
according to gender, marital status, age, origin, sexual orientations, and to
exhibit discriminatory and exclusionary behaviors against people who seem
different. This pattern has been demonstrated in other studies using university
students and other groups (Akin Bayramlik & Ulug, 2019, p. 11; Aydin &
Eker, 2018, p. 14; Sevim & Artan, 2019, p. 150; Tagkin Yilmaz et al., 2021, p.
200; Toker Ugurlu et al., 2020, p. 258). In only one study have researchers
demonstrated an exception to this pattern, with women showing higher levels
of prejudice than men (Giingor, 2013, p. 85).

Comparing men and women in terms of values, we found that the
mean scores of women were significantly higher in the factors of hedonism,
universalism, benevolence, and security in value orientations, whereas
the mean scores of men were significantly higher in the factors of power
and achievement. Accordingly, men value social power, authority, wealth,
success, and ambition, etc. more than do women. This is consistent with the
meaningsattributed to women and men by gender roles and culture in Turkey.
Women and men are expected to fulfill the roles and responsibilities deemed
appropriate by the society within the scope of gender. These expectations,
on the other hand, bring along a value orientation differentiation between
the sexes starting from early ages. In Turkish culture, it is expected that
men take on their roles in matters such as providing for the house and
taking responsibility for the family. This leads men to be ambitious and
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to prioritize power and achievement. On the other hand, subjects such
as compassion, justice, adherence to traditions, and avoidance of rude or
offensive behavior are expected more from women. It is also significant that
women have a higher average for security. Violence against women makes
them more sensitive about this issue (Gorgiin-Baran et al., 2017, p. 107).
News regarding violence against women is given a lot of coverage in the
media, with prolonged images of violence, and reports that the perpetrators
of violence sometimes go unpunished or receive reduced sentences likely
increases this sensitivity (Koseoglu, 2018, p. 87). To place these results in the
broader context of research on values, we find several studies that generally
are consistent with the current study. For example, research by Schwartz
and Rubel (2005, s. 1010) reports that men had higher mean scores on power,
stimulation, hedonism, achievement, and self-orientation, while women
had higher average scores on benevolence and universalism. Mehmedoglu
(2006, p. 152) found that female students give more importance to the
values of hedonism, self-direction, universalism, benevolence, tradition and
security, while male students give more importance to the values of power,
achievement, stimulation and conformity. Women had higher scores in
self-direction, benevolence, conformity and security factors, while men had
high scores in hedonism in a study by Dilmag et al (2009, p. 18). Men had a
significantly higher mean score in power and achievement value orientations,
and women in universalism according to Demirutku and Siimer (2010, p.
22), and women scored significantly higher than men in universalism and
benevolence according to Cirhinlioglu and Senel (2017, p. 316). These studies
largely are consistent with the current data. An exception is that one study
showed men having higher scores in hedonism and stimulation factors, and
no significant difference in terms of other factors (Emre and Yapici, (2015,
p- 340). Thus, the findings in the current study largely confirm the pattern of
gender differences revealed in the majority of research conducted in Turkey.

When the relationships between the variables of the study are examined,
there is a modest positive relationship between the Stigma Scale total score and
the values of power, achievement, tradition and conformity; and a negative
significant but modest relationship was found between Stigma and stimulation,
self-direction, universalism, and benevolence. This result shows that there
is a relationship between authority, wealth, success, ambition, adherence to
traditions in social and religious terms, and avoidance of behaviors that will
harm others and society, and the tendency to stigmatize. In light of the change
and competition in the social structure of the refugees who came to Turkey as
a result of the Syrian civil war, power, and achievement have caused the values
of tradition and conformity to become clear. Social change and economic
difficulties appear to have increased the tendency to stigmatize foreigners
or those who are different. This is consistent with the finding that prejudice
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is associated with values of power, achievement, tradition, conformity, and
security.

The regression analysis reveals that values help to account for the degree
to which people stigmatize others. Values of power, achievement, tradition,
conformity, and security predictincreasinglevels of stigma, while universalism
and self-direction predict lower levels of stigma. Together they account for
16% of the variance in stigmatization scores. A very similar pattern is found
with values and prejudice. Future research might profitably examine values
in a broader context that considers the role of other individual and social-
psychological variables exert to produce stigma and prejudice.

Conclusion

According to Schwartz’s approach, when values are considered as criteria
that individuals use to characterize other people and events, we see that values
can be associated with stigmatization and prejudice. In other words, values
directly affect the tendency to stigmatize and prejudice from the moment they
are applied to social and psychological phenomena. Although no previous
study in the literature deals with both values and stigma, almost all studies
that examine these issues independently or in terms of other variables are
based on the assumption that the personal value system and evaluation
processes play a certain role in motivation and personality functions (Oles &
Hermans, 2003, pp. 1084-1086).

One of the striking points in this research is that prejudice yielded the
highest scores of all the stigmatization subscales. One implication of this is that
prejudice may develop before other aspects of stigma, such as discrimination
and exclusion. If this is true, then it suggests that efforts to ease social tensions
should not be limited only to regulations or laws to address discrimination
and exclusion. Instead, social scientists and policy-makers should include
efforts to reduce prejudice itself, in order to minimize cognitive factors that
underlie discriminatory behavior. This possibility merits further research. In
the current social climate, when even the smallest spark can lead to undesirable
results, it is important to think about the role of prejudice possibly fomenting
discrimination and social strife. Value orientations add to our understanding
of prejudice, and a better understanding of people’s concerns for security,
power, tradition, and so forth will help researchers and policy makers address
national security and the social order.

Asaresultofthisresearch, thefollowing conclusionsand recommendations
are suggested for future studies:

Prejudice is not a phenomenon that can only be explained by associating it
with values, but value orientations have an effect on the tendency to stigmatize
because they reflect an individual’s core ideals.
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Additional studies are needed to replicate the effects demonstrated
here and, in particular, to demonstrate the extent to which they may be
found in other segments of the population. Those studies could benefit from
including measures of personality structure, self-esteem, attachment, and
other psychological variables that may bear on values, prejudice, and stigma.
Similarly, research examining these types of factors in conjunction with social
and demographic variables also is needed, as these might help researchers to
locate key aspects of people or society that would have the greatest impact on
reducing prejudice in society.
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The field of semiotics, which focuses on the analysis of various language
codes, sign systems, and signs contained in all forms of communicative and
cultural materials, whether visual, auditory, spoken, or non-verbal, is a rich
and diverse area. Recognizing the privileged position of language in semiotic
studies actually allows for the inclusion of non-verbal signs within the scope
of semiotics (Guiraud, 1975).

Language is not limited to spoken language, which is one of the
fundamental elements of human communication, where specific meanings
are assigned to certain human sounds by each culture. In addition to verbal
language, it encompasses meanings attributed to bodily signals such as
posture, facial expressions, and gestures, as well as the meanings assigned to
colors and shapes. These meanings generally influence how we perceive the
external reality and visual materials like pictures, photographs, and films. In
anything created by humans or modified by human intervention, a language
is used containing auditory elements like music, visual elements like paintings
and photographs, both visual and auditory elements like videos, and verbal
or written signs and symbols, much like spoken language. Some semiologists
have even adopted a more universal and comprehensive understanding
of semiotics, which is based on the idea that the natural world is actually a
system of signs and includes not only the signs produced by humans but also
the signs in Nature.

The idea of a sign is not an invention of semioticians and its roots go
back to ancient times. However, thoughts about “signs” have undergone
significant development from ancient times to the present day, and this has
led to the emergence of a specific discipline called “semiotics” that focuses on
the subject of “signs.” We can trace the earliest traces of the concept of the sign
from the Ancient Period to the present, and this evolution has culminated
in the establishment of semiotics as a distinct field of study dedicated to the
examination of signs.

Since the emergence of semiotics, semiotics has undergone radical
changes within itself. For example, in semiotics, the approach that initially
developed on the basis of the dominant linguistic sciences and focused on
verbal language signs has gradually been replaced by an approach with
a broader perspective that includes other signs. In the early years when
the discipline was established, the Saussurean tradition, which dealt with
the subject of signs on the basis of linguistic sciences, was dominant. As a
reflection of this, among the semiologists who followed Saussure, one of the
founders of semiotics, those with a linguistics background were in majority
(Deely, 1982:7).

Ancient Greek thinkers focused on the subject of signs long ago. According
to Plato, who considered the human mind as a wax plate, the sign was the traces
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left by our senses on this wax plate (Manetti, 1993:54). According to Plato,
verbal signs are merely incomplete representations of things in real nature,
whether natural or conventional. The study of words gives nothing about the
true nature of things. The information that signs provide us consists of indirect
information which is below direct information: the knowledge gained through
words about things is inferior to the knowledge of reality itself, even if words
can provide a perfect similarity. Aristotle regarded writing as symbols of the
sounds we make while speaking, and these sounds as signs that are symbols
of mental impressions. Mental impressions are similar to real things, but the
“speaking” that expresses them is not the same for all people. Aristotle believed
that the differences in the structures of sign systems are not a matter of content
but rather a matter of expression. In the debate about the arbitrariness or
conventionality of the sign, he is in favor of the sign being conventional: because
no name is a name until it becomes a symbol (N6th, 1995: 15).

In the Middle Ages, the scholastic understanding of signs was largely
based on biblical interpretation and the pansemiotic Christian view of the
universe. “Aliquid pro aliquo™ One thing represents another”. Although some
historians place Aurelius Augustine in late antiquity while others in the
early Middle Ages, many agree with Coseriu, who sees Augustine as “the
greatest semiologist of antiquity and the true founder of semiotics” Augustine
distinguishes between natural and conventional signs but does not separate
signs from things. Signs and things are not different categories of objects. A
material object can serve as a sign for another. (N6th, 1995: 16-17).

In Augustine’s Dialectica, a sign is defined as something that indicates
something other than itself. The sign does not represent itself but something
else:

“Signum est quod se ipsum demonstrat sensui et aliquid derelinquit
intellectui.”

Augustine, De dialectica

“A sign is something which shows itself to the sense, and besides itself, leaves
something to the mind.”

In his book On Christian Doctrine, Augustine emphasizes that the sign
carries meanings beyond what we perceive with our senses and evokes things
other than itself in our minds:

“Signum est enim res praeter speciem, quam ingerit sensibus, aliud
aliquid ex se faciens in cogitationem venire....

Augustine, De doctrina Christiana

“A sign is a thing that, besides the appearance it presents to the senses,
brings something else to come into thought.”
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In the Middle Ages, the Latin concepts of signum (plural signa) and
semeion and the concept of sign began to be used in a more general sense,
covering both natural events and linguistic expressions, and natural and
conventional signs were distinguished from each other. This distinction can
be observed in the approaches of Augustine and his successors. Augustine
adopted an Epicurean approach, considering a sign as something that is
sensed by the senses and that points to something else:. [signum est quod
et se ipsum sensui et praeter se aliquid animo ostendit]. Therefore, there are
two types of signs: natural signs [signa naturalia], which do not carry any
intention or desire to signify, such as smoke indicating fire, and conventional
signs [signa data], which are not given by nature but are deliberately produced
based on agreement and with a purpose (Clarke, 1987: 19-20).

It is also possible to find the conceptual foundations of semiotics in John
Locke’s work called “An Essay Concerning Human Understanding” dated
1690 (Deely, 1990). Locke combines the internal tools of comprehension (ideas)
and the external tools of communication (words, gestures) in a single semiotic
perspective, grounded in the founding doctrine of “signorum” (Deely, 1982:
21).

According to Eco, semiotics is about everything that can be considered as
asign, and anything that replaces something else in a meaningful way is a sign.
Eco suggests that if we consider semiotics as a field, there is a need to create
an inductive model that combines different studies. However, if we consider it
as a discipline, Eco points to the necessity of establishing a deductive semiotic
model (Eco, 1979:7). Sebeok considers semiotics as both a discipline and a
technique. It is a discipline in terms of having a “corpus”, which is its own
universe of study, while it is a technique in terms of researching things that
produce signs (Sebeok, 2001:5.)

“There would be no smoke if there is no fire”

Smoke indicates fire; there is no intentional relationship between fire and
smoke and it is a natural indicator. However, when smoke is used as a means
of communication, it is possible to assign a meaning based on consensus on
what smoke means, meaning that it refers to something other than fire. For
example, if a group of climbers build a campfire and use the smoke to help
their friends locate them, this is a conventional conclusion about the meaning
of the smoke.. It is a natural sign when smoke indicates a fire. However, the
campfire that climbers light as a signal, informs their friends of their location.
Is the interpretation here still ‘natural’? In the expression “There is no smoke
without fire”suggests that based on the natural sign relationship between
smoke and fire, if there is a sign related to an event, it is concluded that the
event also exists. However, smoke may indicate a fire, but does not always
indicate a wildfire.
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Especially socially constructed signs may not always indicate the existence
of the same event. In a certain culture or situation, something indicating or
accepted as a sign of something may, in another culture or a different context,
indicate something entirely different or may not signify anything at all. The
graying of hair is a natural occurrence that occurs as part of the aging process.
It begins when the production of melanin in the hair follicles decreases or
stops, causing the hair strands to turn white. Having white hair signifies old
age: Being old signifies experience in a traditional society, and thus, white hair
symbolizes experience. In a society where being young or appearing young
is highly valued, gray hair can be seen as a symbol of aging and may have
negative connotations such as not taking care of themselves, (not to care
coloring their hair) , neglect, laziness and unattractiveness etc.

Overweight refers to carrying excess body weight compared to what is
considered healthy or normal, and it is often caused by a combination of factors
such as unbalanced diet, lack of physical activity, genetic predisposition, and
environmental influences. Being overweight may indicate overeating and in
a traditional culture, this may indicate welth and being wellfed and beauty.
However, in todays modern world where being thin is valued, overweight
would have negative connotations and can be seen as unaesthetic, unhealthy,
and sign of neglection personal care.

As seen in examples above, contradictions stand out in these sign chains:
old age versus youth, beauty versus ugliness, healthiness versus unhealthiness,
overweight versus thinness, grooming versus neglect. The idea of “unity of
opposites” which we can trace back to Heraclitus and later to Hegel’s dialectics,
and the detection of opposites have an important place in in the analysis of a
semiotic structure. There is no peace without war, no good without evil, no
satiety without hunger, no victory without defeat...

While they may not always directly form a pair of opposites, various
cultures have established specific types of oppositions among concepts that
are linked as binary opposition systems. These oppositional relationships can
be constructed in different ways, such as opposition - logically contradictory/If
something is not alive, it is dead; if it is not dead, it is alive - like the opposition
between life and death, or antonymy - logically contrasting/If something is
not good, it is not necessarily bad - like the opposition between good and bad
(Chandler, 2002: 104).

Assigndoes notalways consist of sounds, asin spokenlanguage, or symbols,
as in written language. Various components can be included in the display,
such as movements, colors, and the placement, presence, or absence of objects.
Colors, for example, are signs that contain cultural meanings: the color white
is universally associated with cleanliness, innocence, and purity. However,
the cultural meanings of colors can vary. For instance, the white color, often
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indicates positive meanings such as cleanliness, purity, spotlessness, goodness
and innocence, in most cultures. Detergent commercials often demonstrate
the cleaning ability of the detergent by showing a white clothing being
intentionally stained and then washed with that detergent. The contrasts of
cleanliness and dirtiness, spotlessness and stains are best reflected by a white
clothing in the contrast of black and white.

The duality of physical labor and mental labor is reflected in the white-
collar-blue-collar duality. It is possible to see in the black race-white race
dichotomythe slave-master duality of the colonial period and the representation
of racism that continues to exist even today. White hair signifies being old and
experienced - especially in eastern societies - and a respected social status.
The statement “We did not whiten these hairs at the mill” tells us that it is not
an immediate situation like the miller’s hair turning white from dealing with
flour, but that white hair represents an experience that spans many years. But
as we mentioned above, in today’s anti-aging world, it is important to look
young, not to be old, so white hair will be covered with dye.

The white coat is identified with healthcare personnel such as doctors,
nurses and pharmacists. “White coats” are those who heal, those who are
respected. Insome cultures, the white shroud canindicate deathand mourning.
In Indian culture, widows wear white, or in Korean culture, mourners express
their sadness by wearing plain white clothes, removing their ornaments and
untying their hair.

The most important disadvantage and at the same time one of the
advantages of a study on semiotics is that the study itself consists of signs.
Since a book or article on semiotics will consist of the words of the language
in which the author/s write, it carries the problem of language-specific
differences.

English French Turkish

Sign Signe Gosterge
Signify Signifier Gosterme
Significant Significatif Anlamh
Signification signification Anlamlandirma
Seme Séme Anlam birim
Semantics Sémantique Anlambilim
Semiotics Sémiotique Gostergebilim
Semiology Sémiologie Gostergebilim

The concept of the ‘semiosphere’ introduced by Lotman holds important
place from a sociological perspective. According to Lotman, the semiotic
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universe is the sum of individual texts and separate languages. He claims that
we cannot reach the semiotic universe by starting from individual semiotic
acts; on the contrary, he argues that the existence of such a universe, namely
the semiosphere, makes semiotic acts possible (Lotman, 2005: 208). For
Voloshidov, who considers the “word” as a product of the mutual relationship
between the speaker and the listener (adressor and addressee), the word is a
reciprocal act which is also collective. Because we shape ourselves verbally
according to the perspective of others and the community we belong to. When
a word is spoken, it throws a bridge between addressor and addressee, with
one end connected to the speaker and the other end connected to the listener
(Voloshinov, 1973: 86).

This co-formation is important not only from a sociological perspective
but also in terms of the reciprocal relationship between signs and meanings.
You can learn a language, but if you haven't learned the cultural codes
within that language, you can’t fully understand it. In this regard, we can
give examples of differences in humor between cultures. Humor is based on
cultural codes that determine what is laughed at and what is not in a society.
Even a person who has learned a language proficiently may have difficulty
understanding jokes if they are unfamiliar with the culture of that language.
While everyone around is laughing heartily, you might wonder what exactly
is funny here if you are unfamiliar with the culture.

While signs can tell the truth, they can also lie (paradox of the sign).
There is no true without false, there is no false without true. True and false
cannot be separated and they exist together in the sign (Kim, 1996:17). The
relationship between sign and meaning is a culturally established relationship.
The meaning or meanings carried by the sign do not originate directly from
the sign itself, but are attributed to that sign. The sign has the power to hide as
well as represent the truth.

Signs do not occur alone but in groups, and semioticians call sets or
groups of signs “codes”. Although it is easier to examine the signs alone, it
would be more appropriate to consider them together with the other signs
in the context. On the other hand, since the concept of code refers to more
than being a group, to the organization of individual signs, it is insufficient to
define the concept only as a sign set (Leeds-Hurwitz, 2012:51). Associating an
element such as an object, a color, a sound with a concept is cultural. Indicators
or indicator groups are located within a historical and cultural environment
that surrounds them (McHoul, 1996: 47).

The common point of two different semiotic traditions, one based on
Pierce and Morris, the other based on Saussure and the Prague School, is the
concept of the sign at the atomic level. Especially in the second approach, it
is accepted that the basis of any semiotic action is the communicative action
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that involves some kind of exchange between the addressor and the addressee
(Lotman, 2005: 205-206). According to Voloshidov, a word is a bridge between
the speaker and the addressee. One end of this bridge depends on the person
who says it, and the other end depends on the addressee. A word is a territory
shared by sender and receiver, speaker and listener (Voloshidov, 1973).

The reciprocal relationship between sem and sign is a dynamic
relationship in which the meaning can reconstruct the sign and the sign can
reconstruct the meaning. The Sem and sign relationship is inseparable from
cultural, social, and historical contexts. They exist together with other signs
and meanings and, in fact, as patterns of signs and meanings. Moreover,
each sign has various layers of meaning. These complex networks created
by signs and meanings with their conceptual, contextual, cultural, social and
historical contents involve the interaction of many semiological elements in
mutual relationship. It is a fabric woven within the context, society, culture
and historical moment in which it takes place.
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Introduction

Each generation has its own unique characteristics within its own period.
Intergenerational interaction is affected by genetic and psychosocial factors
transmitted from generation to generation. The Dictionary of Philosophical
Terms of the Turkish Language Association defines the concept of generation
as a group of people who were born in more or less similar years and had
the same conditions of the same age, therefore experienced similar troubles
and fates, and were obliged to similar duties. The differences in attitudes
and values of generations, the problems they experience with each other,
and organizations in terms of social and working life can affect all working
patterns. The reality of social change being forward or backward is reflected in
the periods in which generations live through material and spiritual cultural
elements. Karl Mannheim (1928) emphasizes that the individual, as a member
of society, cannot be independent of the socio-cultural and economic structure,
and that the generation cannot be considered separately from the spirit of
the time and the great historical events of the period. The rapid advancement
of technology is one of the important factors in the formation of differences
between generations. Social change affects individuals’ compliance with
social norms, moral attitudes and attitudes, consumption habits, etc. through
material and spiritual cultural elements. It manifests itself in their perspective
on life and in all practices of daily life. The rapid advancement of information
and communication technologies directs individuals to use technology. When
the literature was examined, it was seen that quantitative research method
was mostly used in studies on intergenerational technology usage situations.
This study is important in terms of using the qualitative research method,
which allows an in-depth understanding of the opinions of participants from
different generations. This study focuses especially on the differences created
by being involved in technological innovations later and being an active user
of changes and innovations.

1. Generation

When a person is born, that person becomes a member of society or a
group. The time periods spanning the years that determine the group of this
society are important for a generation grouping (Delahoyde, 2009: 29). It states
that the generation was born in a certain time period and that individuals
have similar thoughts and behaviors, similar value judgments and attitudes
through the common experiences they share under the influence of social,
cultural and historical events (Ercomart, 2018: 11). Individuals who were born
and grew up in certain periods and are in the same age group, in the process
of socialization, with similar relationship networks (family, friends, etc.),
similar teachings (education, technology, etc.), similar experiences, shape
similar characteristic features and transform them into behavioral patterns,
they can be considered as representatives of the same generation. They can be
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accepted (Yildirimalp and Giiveng, 2020: 59). Since the generation is affected
by the structural characteristics of the period in which it lives, it is possible for
its members to have similar titles.

1.1.Classification of Generations

They shared similar life and age periods and were shaped in line with
the events of certain periods. Each generation has its own characteristics,
values, views, perceptions, attitudes and behaviors, thoughts, prejudices,
weaknesses and strengths. Generation gap is defined by age groups in the
literature. Classification of generations (Twenge, 2013; Reeves and Oh, 2008;
Crumpacker and Crumpacker, 2007; Haeberle et.al, 2009; Keles 2011; Kyles,
2005; Lancaster and Stillman, 2002; Senbir, 2004; Yelkikalan ve Altin, 2010;
Tiirk, 2013):

1925-1945: Silent Generation (Traditionalist)
1946-1964 : Baby Boomers

1965-1979 : X Generation

1980-1999 :Y Generation

2000- +: Z Generation

The silent generation was raised with values that prioritize important
judgments such as loyalty and taking on duties within the group (Delahoyde,
2009: 33). Their knowledge, stability and self-belief have made them managers
in vital positions in their work (Zemke, 2013: 46). The baby boom generation is
loyal to their jobs, positive with their colleagues, and has adopted a close, caring
attitude in interpersonal interactions (Daloglu, 2013). Even if they do not live
in touch with technology, they are very willing to learn and use technology
due to their ambitious and competitive attitudes (Delahoyde, 2009: 34). The
baby boom generation’s ideas such as equality between men and women and
sensitivity against racism have been transferred to the present day (Strauss
and Howe, 1991: 299). Generation X is considered as the generation that exists
in rapid social change, financial, family and social insecurity and an unclear
tradition. It is stated that, in addition to being skilled in using technology and
problem solving in the workplace, they are also extremely competitive and
open to innovation and diversity (Smola and Sutton, 2002:365).

Generation X individuals are educated, have a desire to experience
everything, are persistent and want to know everything. Even if they complete
their development and education process in their work and studies, they try
to find other options that they think will be better in a few years, not many
(Ware, 2013:39). It is noteworthy that they are contented, cautious, confident,
fun, combative, dynamic and brave, but they do not lose their guard.
Characterizations such as having high brand loyalty, being the first generation
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to meet gender equality, and loving being independent can be listed (Atabay
et al, 2011: 4).

Generation Y, defined as the period after 1980 in Turkey, are the children
of the technology-friendly, individual, comfortable and globalizing world in
which PC and GSM technologies were born (Senbir, 2004: 25). People in the
Y generation are defined as a generation that is passionate about technology
and knows how to use technology well. For this generation, technology is the
symbol of many things in their lives. In fact, it would be appropriate to say
that one of the issues in which Generation Y is superior to Generation X is the
use of technology (Aydin and Basol, 2014:5).

Generation Z, unlike the previous generation, can be network young people
and members of various networks. It can also be said that they have developed
the ability to deal with more than one subject at the same time (Mengi, 2009).
This generation finds all of them together with new technological opportunities
and ease of communication and transportation. Because of their desire to
be constantly online, they aim to maintain connections on their mobile or
computer in the background even when they sleep. When they wake up in
the morning, the first thing they do is check the connections taking place in
the background (Palfrey and Gasser, 2008: 4). Since this generation has not
transitioned to working life, its characteristics in this field cannot be described.

1.2. Intergenerational Differentiation Factors

While similar generations unite with common culture and values,
different generations may separate from each other and generational
differences may emerge (Uniisan Atak, 2016). Characteristic features such as
age, education levels, gender, socio-economic status affect people’s education
processes, learning habits, social roles, expectations and development.
Different characteristic structures change people’s value priorities (Schwartz,
2005: 15). Throughout their lives, individuals have been influenced by first
their parents, and then by their socialization and other people in their circle of
friends whom they consider important in their lives, by certain experiences,
by their education, by their customs and traditions, by the culture they are in,
and by other processes (Schermerhon, 1996: 136).

Socio-cultural and socio-economic situations such as the rapid change of
the world, the differences brought by the period, technological developments,
and changes in working life create intergenerational differentiation. From the
first generation to the second generation, the characteristics that characterize
families have changed. While the education of the parents allows the families
of the first generation to be better distinguished, in the second generation it is
the child’s performance that shows the differences between families. In other
words, the main distinguishing features of families have shifted from parents
to children. While yesterday family groups were primarily recognized by the



International Studies in Social Sciences and Humanities * 43

educational characteristics of the parents, today they are primarily recognized
by the quality of children’s self-realization (Pourtois et al. 2011: 149).

Generation Y, which differs from other generations because the period
in which they grew up had positive conditions, grew up in a world that is also
developing in terms of technological opportunities (Erden Ayhiin, 2013: 101).
Generation Z grew up at the beginning of the rise of the computer world, and
Generation Y grew up and started to age in a period when the internet became
widespread. From this perspective, Generation Z has witnessed all the digital
advances experienced by other generations since birth (Tosun, 2022: 25).
Global events and situations experienced during the process of social change
can create more or less adaptation effects across generations. For example,
Alptekin et al. (2021:274) In the conclusion of the research titled “Social Media
Usage Levels and Preferences of BabyBoomers, Generations”.

1.2.1. Technology Use Cases

Social change manifests itself in the technological structure as well as
in the sociological, economic and political structure. Technology shows
itself as the tool through which this change occurs most rapidly. Digital
natives (Generation Z), who were born in the early 21st century and grew
up in touch with technology, show different characteristics in almost
every field, compared to digital hybrids (Generation Y) who were born
in an analog world before them and encountered technology later. These
differences between these two generations have caused their lifestyles
and attitudes to differ (Blidiin Aydin, 2023: 1679).

Generation Those who use laptops, are comfortable/express themselves
in the digital and virtual world, play Playstation, etc. Generation Z is depicted
as internet and technology wizards, born in big data and smart technology,
socialized in digital, social media, social media actors, always online (Ozdemir,
2019:135-136).

In the study titled “Social Media Usage Levels and Preferences of Social
Media Generations” conducted by Tutgun Unal and Deniz in 2020, the
finding that generations’ social media usage is at a moderate level differs
from the view that they have different adaptations to the use of technology
as stated in the generation theory. It has been concluded that social media
generations are not separated by a sharp line and that the generations exhibit
a transitional structure regarding the said differentiations. There are also
studies that evaluate the use of technology for the older generation in terms of
functionality. In this respect, it is important that Ozsungur (2018) points out
that the negative conditions resulting from physical, psychological, mental
and social losses due to old age can be reduced through mobile internet use,
and that mobile internet use enables older individuals to think that it increases
their chances of reaching things that are important to them.
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2. Methodology

The sample was determined using the purposeful sampling technique
from Generation X born between 1965-1979, Generation Y born between
1980-1999, and Generation Z born in 2000 and later. In the research, in-depth
interviews were conducted with a total of 15 people representing generations
X, Y and Z using a semi-structured interview form. The interview questions
were arranged using the information obtained as a result of the literature
study conducted before the interviews and some previous research. Care
was taken to ensure that the questions were understandable and consisted
of questions aimed at obtaining detailed information. At the beginning of
the interview, socio-demographic characteristics were determined to get
to know the generations (age group, educational status, marital status,
whether they are working or not, etc.) and then questions were asked about
intergenerational differentiation in terms of technology usage situations and
social environmental sensitivity. In some cases, additional questions were
asked to obtain more in-depth information.

3. Research Findings and Discussion

Based on the participants’ answers to the questions asked in the semi-
structured interview form, the descriptive analysis method was used to explain
the change of data in technology use and social environmental awareness,
which presents the intergenerational differentiation and change dynamics
through indicators, in connection with other topics.

3.1.Technology Use Cases

Technology reveals the difference between generations most clearly.
Generations are affected by social change, older generations either completely
resist the changes or adapt slowly. This generation depends on what they are
used to, what they see, what they do or what they have learned, and they do
not accept innovations easily. Younger generations can adapt quickly.

“...I actively use social media platforms, especially X and Instagram. I
read virtual books because book prices are very expensive. Also, virtual
platforms for clothing and food are indispensable for me” (36, Female,
Single).

The late introduction of Generation The first thing that comes to mind
for Generation Y, born between 1980 and 2000, is technology. Since this
generation grew up in an era where technology changes very rapidly, items
such as computers, internet and communication technologies are integral
parts of their lives (Sherratt and Coggshall, 2010: 29). Generation Y, which has
significant differences in terms of technology use with their parents, Xs, uses
PC, GSM and are referred to as internet children (Senbir, 2004: 26).
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“I use all technological devices very well. I have been using tablets since
a very young age. I follow technological developments closely, so I change
my phone frequently. Of course, my circle of friends also affects this
situation” (21, Male, Single).

While generation Y uses technology well, generation Z uses technology
at an advanced level. As a result of the interviews, it is seen that technology is
indispensable for every generation. For the older generation, technology is an
external change dynamic that is included in their lives later and to which they
have to adapt. Generation Y and Z have become active users by adapting to the
changes created by technological innovations in daily life (friendship through
membership in virtual groups, meeting and marrying on the internet, etc.). It
seems that phone use is very common among young people. They actively use
technological devices in their daily life and social environments. Especially
since Generation Z was born into technology, they cannot imagine a life
without technology.

3.1.1. Working Life and Technology Usage Situations in Working Life

Generation-specific behaviors have been depicted under the influence of
external factors such as the bio-psycho-social reality of the human subject, the
period in which we live and the social environment. Working life constitutes
an important part of both daily life and the socio-economic and cultural
structure of social life through its indicators (profession, status, income, etc.).
Members of Generation X strive to adapt to changing world conditions.

“...I used to think that new customs were being brought to the old village,
but when I started a new job, I had to use the computer well. “I had to learn
technology in order to be permanent in this job” (52, Male, Married).

Generation Y employees welcome remote working alternatives such as
part-time working, working at home, and mobile working. They like to work,
but they do not want their life to be just work (Akdemir et al., 2013: 18).

“Our company decided to continue working from home, which it started
during the pandemic. Remote working has increased flexibility, made
the concept of overtime ambiguous and increased the demands of the
employer. It requires using technological tools very well. Although it is
difficult to provide office facilities at home, it is a fact that today’s new
way of working.” (29, Female, Married).

Since individuals from Generation Z are younger, they are less involved
in working life than other generations. For this reason, precise information
cannot be given about attitudes and behavioral characteristics in working life,
and assumptions can be made based on general generation characteristics
(OKk, 2019: 21).
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“T'am a 3rd year industrial engineering student. As far as I have observed
in working life, the cumbersome system is still used. Artificial intelligence,
cloud and autonomous technologies, etc. I think these processes should
be followed.” (20, Male, Single).

Technological developments affect generations’ understanding of life,
attitudes, attitudes and expectations. Generation X, they learned to survive
by seeing inventions that significantly affected life, such as the emergence of
computers, mobile phones and the internet (Ng. et al., 2016:55). Generation
Y, considered as employees, they are technologically skilled, impatient and
quick to learn (Gursoy et al., 2008:450). Technology is the symbol of many
things in the life of generation Y, and it is the area where it excels compared
to generation X. The lives of generation Z are greatly affected by technological
changes. Smartphones and digital platforms are indispensable tools for them
(Kilig, 2018:61-76).

3.2. Social Environmental Awareness

Intergenerational differences are made visible in the question regarding
social environmental sensitivity, which is asked to understand the way
generations approach the developments in the environment.

“I am my own person, I have never been involved in any incidents until
now. Even if I see people fighting, I ignore the events and act like nothing
happened. After this age, I do not want to testify at the police station, I
want to live a comfortable life” (46, Male, Married).

Generation Y members, who are clearly aware of their goals and
expectations, questioning, discussing without hesitation, ambitious and
giving importance to their own thoughts, are individuals who are accustomed
to being the center of attention (Mercan, 2016).

“Our interest and sensitivity towards ourselves, our environment, the
world we live in, and the people we share this world with are only in
proportion to our ability to think and our humanity” (32, Female, Single).

“I absolutely cannot tolerate injustice and I am extremely sensitive to
those who are treated unfairly. I express my reaction especially on such
issues” (23, Female, Married).

“As long as nothing happens to people, they don’t care about what other
people go through. When I wanted to donate blood, my mother did not
allow me, and then we lost my father to leukemia. Then my mother
realized how important blood donation was and took us to donate blood
herself” (17, Male, Single).

In the interviews, it is seen that generation individuals from generation
Y and Z are sensitive to events and situations, and they share posts to raise
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awareness, especially with the influence of their active use of technology
and new media. The active use of new communication technologies across
generations has enabled the acquisition of knowledge in many different
fields and the diversification of interests. The heterogeneity of user profiles of
different platforms can increase the level of consciousness and awareness in
diversified areas by giving a dynamic structure to social communication and
interaction processes.

Conclusion

Generations have emerged throughout human history. Generation
is defined as the generation that was born in almost the same time period
and lives in a certain economic, social and social structure. Since societies
are in constant change and transformation, nothing remains constant. These
changes and transformations differentiate the characteristics, functions, roles
and life perceptions of generations. Generations reflect the changing world
and society.

Generation X consists of the generation born after 1965. This generation,
who can work at a job for a long time, has high motivation for advancement
and accumulates savings. Individuals in this generation are trying to position
themselves in terms of proving themselves in society and being economically
comfortable. There is a process of adaptation for this generation that has just
begun to meet technology. Generation Y includes individuals after 1980.
Compared to Generation X, they work for a shorter time at a job and evaluate
alternatives. They have brought innovations by shaping their working lives in
their own way. This generation, which uses technology more actively compared
to Generation X, has a high dynamic of development and change. Generations
have also created changes in the way they work. This change has especially
intensified since the Y generation. Generation Z covers the years 2000 and
later. This generation used technology before learning to read and write. It
actively uses new media, which includes interactive, two-way communication,
instead of mass media. Instead of the social network connections of the past,
Generation Z communicates and interacts with individuals and groups on
virtual platforms via the Internet. They are active subjects of the digital age.

Social change can be forward or backward, slow or fast; as society
changes, generations also change. Intergenerational relations may differ in the
form of harmony or conflict in different periods of the same society or from
society to society. The forward and rapid direction of change increases the role
differentiation between the older generation and the younger generation, as
well as its impact on the social structure and institutions. Technology reveals
generation differences most clearly. It is necessary to increase the number of
studies using qualitative research methods in order to examine and evaluate
change from different perspectives in the analysis of generations.
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“Mnemosyne, the muse of memory and recollective appropriation,
rules here as the muse of spiritual freedom”

(Gadamer H.G. , Relevance of the Beautiful, 1968, p. 10)

Work on a piece of music usually consists of two phases: a period of
memorizing the text (when the musician needs the score before the eyes)
and a period when the piece is performed by heart. The ratio between these
two phases may be very different — from the shortest possible first phase to
its infinite lengthening, sometimes even due to the exclusion of the second
phase’. Notwithstanding the correlation, the practice shows that work related
to memory in both stages has hermeneutic foundations.

From the statements of musical performers, which are given below, it
becomes clear that the act of a musical work’s memorizing is in the general
mainstream of the hermeneutic interpretation’s problems, the main of which
is the relationship between the following phenomena: the creator of a work (in
this case, the composer), work itself (a musical text), an artist as an interpreter
of the work (a music performer) and a listener (the music audience)® In
different periods of history, the relationship between these elements of the
hermeneutic process, due to numerous factors, has changed. The attitude of
the performer to the text (including the question of the need to memorize it)
and the relationship with it have undergone a particularly radical reassessment.

In the origins of artistic performance in Ancient Greece, there was no
written text per se. Ancient Greek storytellers — rhapsodes and aoidoi - sang
from memory, restoring in their minds the poetries that they had previously
created or heard from their masters and colleagues. The absence of a written
source, each sign of which is predetermined, and must be strictly followed,
made the performance of the oral narrator more or less free, just as it happens
in this form of creativity at present (Lord, 1960). Such a performance
implies an approach to the text as a phenomenon consisting of two different
components: the unchangeable one (the skeleton of the work; the main line of
the development, a change that entails the illogicality of the subsequent action)
and the changeable one (details that can be changed, removed, or added in
without detriment to the overall narrative®). Therefore, we can say that the

1 In some arts (for example, in storytelling) there is also a reverse option, when the first phase — the
performance from a written source - is absent.

2 In Antiquity, the main phenomenon of this chain was deity, and in the Middle Ages, One God. In
ancient and medieval philosophy, we find many examples of such an understanding of the creating
process of an artistic work. It’s believed that God sent down inspiration to a mortal poet, so that the
ideal divine rhyme could be indicated in human language. Then a kind of chain of understanding was
formed between the participants of the artistic process (Plato’s “Ton”). But the very act of descending
or sending down gives us the right to call this ancient and medieval idea the hermeneutic vertical
(Isababayeva, Nr. 26/2021)

3 Moreover, it is these changes of a performer, individual and personal in nature, that characterize
him as an artist and often become his hallmarks.



International Studies in Social Sciences and Humanities * 53

rhapsodic (epic) performance was a relatively free interpretation. In a sense,
each subsequent performance differed from the previous one.

The natural fluidity of musical thought is well known to any performer
who works with musical material from memory. This musical fluidity and
variability, which finds its expression in improvisation, becomes a relatively
severe and tangible problem for a performer who has been playing a piece by
heart for long enough. Here the improvisational nature of music takes its toll,
and small and substantial changes creep into the work. They are deviations from
the fixed text. The work, outside of its reliance on the written text, continues
its natural life and natural state of fluidity. Attachment to the written text, as
it were, fetters the performer into the framework of the form in which the
work was created. The fixation of a fluid and changing musical thought is one
of the goals of musical notation. The musical text is the imprinting of a point,
one possible text out of many, which must be worked out by the performer
precisely in the form it appears before him in the score.

The emergence and progression of music printing put the scores* in front of
the performer and, at the same time, revealed a completely new and unexpected
task: the organization of the work with the printed text and relationships with
it, in particular, with the new need for the performer to strictly follow the
text as a primary source and even a kind of an author’s order’. And if in the
Middle Ages and even until the early baroque period, there was still a custom
of writing out only the melodic line in the notes, which could be supplemented
quite freely, then later the musical text began to be written in more detail, down
to small ornaments. Thus, previously free improvisation began to be regulated
more strictly. And in fact, the entire European music history is a way to narrow
improvisational boundaries and a tendency to establish textual dominance.

The objectively fruitful interdependence between musical text as an
author’s will and a performer lasted for several centuries, almost until the
middle of the 19th century. Then, within a few decades, a relatively quick and
dramatic transition took place from playing by notes to playing by heart, and
by the end of the 19th century, concert performance from memory became
the norm.

During the period of romanticism, performers felt the need to abandon the
musical script because, historically, new conditions appeared in the art of music
to which performers had to adapt. The music became different, and musicians
began to look for ways that would allow them to interpret contemporary music

4 “The invention of musical notation spoiled us immeasurably, but meanwhile it should be
remembered that music was originally created in the mind, from memory” (Ed. Edelman,
Performing arts in foreign countries, 1966, pp. VIII, 178-179).

5 Transcription by hand, common in the early ages (often with errors and deliberate changes), made
text quite vulnerable from the point of view of its textual stability. With the advent of music printing,
the life of the text has certainly become more resistant to changes.
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in a new way. One of these decisions was the difficult but necessary rejection
of the text on the music stand. This refusal was revolutionary, but not because
no one played by heart until the Romantic period. History has brought the
evidence that musicians have previously preferred the performance by heart
to the performance from notes. Couperin said, “It is almost impossible not to
confuse and not tighten your fingers when you have to look at the score at the
same time” (Couperin, 1973, p. 16). Here, the music sheets also interfere but
mostly to the technique. With the rise of romanticism, music notes began to
hinder not so much technical freedom as freedom of artistic interpretation.
And a romantic would not be a romantic if he did not build an aesthetic basis
for the new reality. The romantics turned their rejection of sheet music into a
manifesto. Schumann, who is not only one of the most prominent figures in
Romantic aesthetics but also one of the first to play by heart, asks, “Why tie
weights to your feet when your head is winged?” and “Do you know that a
chord played as freely as you like from notes does not sound half as freely as
it is played from memory?” (Schumann, 1956, p. 254). The romantic musician
outgrows the narrow technical issues; the problem of understanding the work
and its interpretation comes to the forefront of his interests. Schumann appeals
to his reader’s common sense and says, .. I would be somewhat surprised if a
ballerina, an actor or a reciter suddenly pulled out of the pocket the notes of
the roles in order to dance, play and recite with more confidence™ (Schumann,
1956, p. 254). Indeed, music is almost the only form of art that, in public
performance, resorts to a written source. Romantics (both performers and
composers) propose to abandon that practice. This call cannot be considered an
attempt to overthrow the text. Like any romantic composer, Schumann knows
the text source’s importance. The arguments for this we can see in Schumann’s
works which contain historically new instructions’ for a performer, thanks to
which the hermeneutic distance between text and performer was reduced. And
despite this, despite the profound respect for the author’s will expressed in the
text, Schumann still calls for abandoning the notes in front of the musician’s
eyes as early as possible. Why? Why is the text an obstacle?

The performers give surprisingly similar answers to these questions, and
these answers are reminiscent of Schumann’s idea: playing by heart makes the
performance free. Busoni says: “I have come to believe that playing by memory
gives an incomparably greater freedom of performance” (Busoni, 1922, p. 81).
“Playing from memory is indispensable to the freedom of rendition,” remarks
Hofmann (1920, pp. 112-113), and “only then does a performer feel complete
freedom when he plays by heart,” says Goldenweiser (1969, p. 66). Even Richter,
who (perforce) played from notes at the end of his artistic career and argued

6 Conductor Igor Markevich asks, “Can you imagine opera singers singing the love duet in Tristan
or the scene of Boris’s death with a clavier in their hands?” (Ed. Edelman, Performing arts in foreign
countries, 1966, pp. V 97-98).

7 It is impossible not to recall here that Schumann was the first composer to use instructions in
German.
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against playing from memory, says, “Of course, it is not easy to maintain such
complete freedom when the score is on the music stand” (Monsangeon, 2002,
p. 104 (translated by the article’s author).

Freedom. Hereisa crucial concept that performers associate with playing by
heart. According to these musicians, playing from memory makes performance
free. When does this feeling of freedom begin to be felt by a performer? It is
obvious that there is a certain point on the time horizon of the performing
process, after passing which the performance hermeneutically begins to bear
the cardinally opposite qualities: the constrained and clamped interpretation
becomes free (“got winged,” according to Schumann). A musician is intuitively
aware of this point, tending to approach it (and thus giving up the notes) as
quickly as possible. According to Bruno Walter, when conducting from a
score, he felt an unpleasant inconvenience, and only the rejection of the score
brought him a “hitherto unknown happiness” (Ed. Edelman, Performing arts
in foreign countries, 1966, p.177). The sense of interpretation’s freedom causes
this feeling of happiness®. And free interpretation is always characterized by
the presence of improvisatory elements.

In the interpretation of classical music works, the problem of improvisation
is quite an exciting and controversial phenomenon. The main issue here is the
measure of the artist’s freedom in relation to the author’s will, expressed in
the text’. So, for the great artists, even though the text strictly canonizes the
performance, it still becomes free (within its framework, of course), and this
freedom is felt most of all at the moment of transition to playing by heart.
Then the illusion of improvisation is created, the illusion of the process of the
act of creating during a performance. That is, the artist becomes a co-author of
the composer, a co-creator at that moment. Actor Mikhail Chekhov asserted,
“When you improvise, you will experience everything you do on the stage
as if it were your own creation... Remaining true to the author’s intention in
everything, at the same time, you will be his co-creator to the fullest” (Chekhov,
1986, p. 256).

Co-creation with the author!®, to a considerable extent, involves
“psychological transference,” which approximates the work’s artistic image
as the composer'' understood it. The break from the score and the rejection
of notes in front of the eyes give a possibility for deeper immersion into this
image. Goldenweiser wrote: “In music performance, it was not by chance

8 “Ifelt happy only when I improvised” (Chekhov, 1986, p. 162).

9 A work that is performed only by heart for a long time may be subject to changes to one degree or
another. Therefore, many musicians advise to return to the music score from time to time to make
sure that the musical text is correct.

10 “As soon as I sit down at the piano, I am transformed. I see the composer. I am becoming a
composer myself. Music gives me this feeling” (Interview with Vladimir Horowitz, 1979\No 273)

11 “.. Atlast, you must definitely have the feeling that you yourself have written it (...). Keep in mind
that you are the author of what you play!” said pianist Sofronitsky (Ed. Milstein, 1982, p. 271).
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that we came to play by memory. Only then can a truly artistically completed
performance be achieved, and only then can a performer feel complete
freedom when he plays by heart. Only the music he knows, from the first to
the last sound, can be performed by him “from the inside,” and only then does
he complete the creative process as a performer. Thus, playing by heart is, as it
were, a prerequisite for artistic performance” (Goldenweiser, 1969, p. 66).

Performing by heart contributes to a much more complete insight into
the work, penetrating the depths of its meanings. However, the co-creation
in music is not only a recreation of the author’s intention but also the
realization of the performer’s creative act (already on a ready-made text), that
is, its implementation expressed in change. And here, the performer faces the
question of correlating his creative will with the author’s.

The period of the co-creation between the performer and the author
begins with the finishing of the period of initial, complete, and almost
unconditional acceptance of the author’s will and ends where the will of the
performer starts to suppress the will of the author, that is, where the performer
makes such changes in the text that are incompatible with the author’s intent.
The effectiveness of an artist is often determined precisely by the balance he
maintains on the line between the author’s text, the need to be faithful to
it, and the freedom that the artist himself determines and within which he
creatively functions in the particular text. It seems that this line is so thin, it is
so challenging to stay on it, that the performer (and, in the end, the listener,
giving the preference to one or another performance) has to choose between
inspiration with an unwilled departure from the text and “boring” fidelity to
it. Not surprisingly, many prefer the former. Artur Schnabel said: “If I had the
choice between a performer who plays with inspiration and imagination, but
handles the text quite arbitrarily, and a performer who is absolutely reliable in
his fidelity to the text, but has no imagination and is never inspired, I would
generally prefer the inspirational one, albeit sloppy” (Ed. Edelman, Performing
arts in foreign countries, 1966, p. I1I 183).

The inspiration leads the artist into free improvisation, with changes in the
text, voluntary and involuntary, small and large. Not crossing the critical line
becomes a formidable task for the artist: “The most difficult thing in concert
is to combine the enthusiasm, the mood with the perfection of performance.
Chasing one, you’ll lose the other. And you must have both”, Richter says
(Milshtein, 1983, p. 194).

For artists like Richter, this dilemma is very acute. When the text is
perceived as the lex scripta, from which it is impossible to deviate, even in the
smallest detail, the music score before one’s eyes becomes justified and even
necessary. And, if the balance at the critical point is impossible, in this case,
the preference is given to accurate reproduction rather than inspired freedom.
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Interestingly, this question is associated with the problem of playing from
memory precisely in the aspect of hermeneutics. Richter talks about honesty
towards text: “Finally, and above all, to play this way is more honest: in front
of your eyes is exactly what should be played, and you play exactly what is
written. The performer is a mirror. Playing music does not mean distorting
or oppressing it under your individuality; it means playing all the music as it
is, no more, but no less. Is it possible to remember every arrow made by the
composer? Then the interpretation'? begins, and I am against it” (Monsangeon,
2002, p. 104).

Richter’s tutor, the great piano teacher Heinrich Neuhaus®, said to his
students that “the music score contains absolutely everything” (Neuhaus
H., 1987, p. 208), meaning that the musical text itself is sufficient to reveal
the artistic meaning embedded into it by the composer. However, this
“absolutely everything” can be too voluminous for the musician'’s memory and
reproduction, especially in a public performance. And that’s precisely what
Richter was talking about when he refused to play by heart.

Richter is a musician who carefully and accurately relates to the text.
Therefore, at a certain period of his concert activity, he passed to playing from
notes when he needed to abandon playing by heart. At the same time, he tried
to build a specific theoretical and aesthetic basis for this decision. At concerts,
he asked to darken the hall, the stage, and himself, leaving in complete darkness
one single spot of light on the music stand. The light concentration on the score
was not just a technicality. The musician deliberately tried to focus the listener’s
attention not on himself, as a performer, but on the author’s text and script.
The text is highlighted as the main object where the creative consciousness of
the hermeneutic process” participants, that are, in this case, of the performer
and listener, accumulated. The performer is simply a transmitter here, and the
listener becomes the primary addressee of the author.

However, whether the listener’s understanding of the musical material will be
achieved almost always depends not on thelistener himself but on the relationship
of the performer with the text, the main issue of which is understanding. The
performer must understand the text. This seems to be the primary condition for
successful interpretation. Gadamer says, ... when someone reads aloud a text
that he has not understood. No one else can really understand what is being read
either” (Gadamer H.-G. , Relevance of the Beutiful and other Essays, 1986, p. 28),
and, “Understanding will arise when the reader pronounces the words freely...”
(Gadamer H. G., 1991, p. 132). Here again, we encounter the concept of freedom
as a precondition for successful interpretation. The freedom that Gadamer and
the musicians mentioned above speak of must be understood in two ways: both

12 Here Richter understands interpretation as an improvisation, equalizing it with the free relation
to the text.
13 Neuhaus himself played only by heart.
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as “freedom within the text” and as “freedom from the text” which must be
understood simply as a physical liberation from the text and technical comfort,
which this liberation gives. Often, this is where the real work on a music piece
begins. That is what Couperin and later performers talked about.

Many music teachers have an unspoken rule: students should know by
heart new pieces at the very first lesson'*. The primary reason for this is that
the main technical obstacle in playing by notes is the inability to look at the
notes and the hands simultaneously (especially for pianists), there is no need
to split your attention and rush with eyes between the notes and the keyboard,
and you can concentrate only on hands. Busoni said, “It is important for the
accuracy of the playing that the eyes — where necessary — can look unobstructed
at the keyboard” (Ed. Edelman, Performing arts in foreign countries, 1966, p.
147). This is natural because focusing only on the hands is a great advantage
for the pianist. Some musicians go even further and completely exclude the
vision during the performance, concentrating only on internal sensations: “To
remember that you can only listen with your eyes closed, and therefore not a
single piece is learned without playing with your eyes closed. Listen!... Listen,
listen, and listen. To draw out sounds with your hearing from the deepest
silence ... Play more of what you have learned with your eyes closed and with
the participation of your imagination” (Medtner, 1979, p. 18), Medtner writes
in his notes, “to close eyes and remember that it’s all about non-resistance to
the waves of artistic images and feelings. Only these waves can wash away all
the excitement. To surrender to changes of feelings, not to become stagnant at
only one” (Medtner, 1979, p. 24), he continues and exclaims: “The main thing
is hearing, hearing, hearing!!!” (Medtner, 1979, p. 15).

Thus, the musician not only refuses to look at the notes but excludes the
sight from the act of interpretation. Open eyes limit the ability of the interpreter
to penetrate deep into the meaning of the artistic image of the work. The search
for the meaning and the rejection of everything that can divert attention from
that search cannot be understood otherwise than the hermeneutic desire to
delve into the work artistic image.

Why, with all the advantages of playing by heart, do some musicians still
prefer to play with a score? First, the refusal to play from memory is of necessity
based on such a physiological reason as the weakening of memory caused by
assorted reasons (advanced age, illness, fatigue, depression, etc.). Many of the
musicians, in different periods of their activity, face memory problems. Still,
more often, this happens at a mature age: “Yesterday, at the concert, for the
first time in my life, at some fermata, I had forgotten what to do next, and,
to the great horror of the orchestra, I had been thinking for a painfully long
time what and how to conduct next” Sergey Rachmaninov wrote in a letter

14 Goldenweiser said: “at the very first lesson, everyone plays by heart. The first thing the student
should start with is to know by heart what he is playing” (Ed. Nikolayev, 1961, p. 130).



International Studies in Social Sciences and Humanities * 59

(Rachmaninov, 1980, p. 57). He explains, “I'm just tired - very tired!” (ibid.)
He was 40 years old. Is it a coincidence that Anton Rubinstein also experienced
memory problems at this age? “Diffidence [on the stage] began appearing to
me from forty, perhaps a little later. By this time, my musical memory began to
weaken® (this is due to nerves) ... [previously] my memory was enormous. But
since it began to weaken, I started to feel timid. I have stopped playing because
of this. The piece I have to play I know very well. But some kind of irritability
appears, some kind of a nervous state, an excitement, you think that you will
stop, you get irritated, nervous. This is a torture worse than which even the
Inquisition could not have invented. You sit at the piano and tremble at every
bar” (Barenboim, 1957, p. 402).

A musician with severe memory problems must make one of two possible
choices: he leaves the stage or starts playing with notes. Some artists switch
to a new practice for themselves and put notes on the music stand. One of
the brightest such examples is Richter. However, there are dramatic pages in
the history of musical performances when great musicians left the stage due
to memory problems. Rubinstein is one of them: “Rubinstein abandoned the
concert stage mainly on account of the fact that he could no longer depend on
his memory in public performance, and many other well-known virtuosi have
followed his example, leaving the concert platform when they were otherwise
at the very height of their artistic powers” (Hughes, 1915, vol. 1, No. 4, p. 603).

Such an abandoning from the stage at the peak of artistic skill seems
completely unthinkable when there is such an alternative as playing by notes. But
Rubinstein says: “Play with score? I'm not used to this, and the audience is not
used to see me before the score” (Barenboim, 1957, pp. 402-403). This seems like
an irrelevant argument. For such musical figures as Rubinstein, only the habit of
playing from memory cannot be so decisive. In the end, learning the work and
returning to it, a performer puts the notes in front of him. Why not extend this first
phase of the work up to the concert performance? However, for a musician like
Rubinstein, this seems inconceivable. First, the practice of playing from the score
is incompatible with the leading creative goal of the musician - the embodiment
of the artistic image of the work. For many musicians, the first phase of the work
is only a preliminary stage, preparation, and pre-implementation of the main
event, which is the performance of the piece in its finished and completed form,
when the musician has mastered the work technically and hermeneutically (by
understanding it in whole and parts). This Janus-faced creative achievement is
impossible without knowing a work by heart. Markevich says: “First of all, it is
desirable that “by heart” means that the score has been studied by the conductor,
mastered by him to the smallest detail, that he fully possess it” (Ed. Edelman,
Performing arts in foreign countries, 1966, pp. V 97-98).

15 Busoni had a directly opposite opinion on this question: “Without a doubt, “stage excitement” ... affects
the confidence of memory. But not memory - the stage excitement” (“Vom Auswendigspielen” 1907).



60 * Ayna ISABABAYEVA

The possession of a music work (which means the complete understanding) at
all its levels, in whole and parts, is an eminently hermeneutical concept. To do this,
firstly, you need to know the text very well. The most formal aspect is a thorough
knowledge of the text’s minor details. Already at this level, performance becomes
technically possible. From the point of view of the realization of a musical work, this
aspect is the most necessary since it embodies the work in sound. But it is also the
most formal because a work here is still under the constraints of the form and text.
The next step in possessing a work is deepening, searching for an artistic image,
and disclosing meanings. Here the work is enriched hermeneutically. It becomes
multi-layered and profound. Just approximately at this level, a work is learned by
heart, and at this point, it is liberated technically, formally, and emotionally. “It’s got
winged'®,” as Schumann says. This is the release of the deep meaning of the work,
of its artistic image through the performer’s own sensing, through the feeling,
through the insight, through the heart, by heart...

Conclusions

In this work, we mainly heard the voices of pianists and conductors. Indeed,
the problem of playing by heart worries these musicians more than others. The
reason for this is quite simple: both pianists and conductors must work with
many times more considerable amounts of text than, for example, violinists or
cellists, and this volume of information is merely more difficult to remember.
This becomes a problem that needs to be constantly addressed. And everything
here depends on the health — mainly cerebral, which determines the musician’s
ability to memorize information, keep it in mind, and use it. Many musicians
experience episodic memory lapses throughout their careers. However, if
these episodes become frequent, playing by heart becomes impossible. In this
case, the musician must choose between the score and leaving the stage. And
here we are surprised to admit that many of them choose the latter. The basis
for such a decision is the incompatibility of playing by notes with the leading
creative goal, which is the disclosure of the artistic image of the music piece.
The paradox is that the score (and sometimes the eyes) must be closed for the
work to be hermeneutically opened to the performer. The act of rebirthing
the text is accomplished in the inner concentration of the artist, and a look
outside (even at the source itself) disperses it, making the very purpose of
the performance — a powerful metaphysical hermeneutic transformation of
the work — impossible. Playing by notes cannot satisfy an artist who has at
least once experienced this act of metamorphosis, the act of free creativity.
Knowing a work by heart is a prerequisite not only for the technically perfect
performance of a work but also for a deeper understanding and more saturated
experience of its artistic image, and “only such knowledge makes performance
possible, and moreover, gives it a moral “right” (Walter, 1966, pp. I, 76).

16 Jungians would say that here the transformation is analogous to that when a chrysalis turns into
the butterfly.
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Introduction

As industrialization and urbanization accompanied rapid population
growth and, thus, excessive use of natural resources, various environmental
problems started to come to our agenda all the more often. Factors such as
overgrazing, forest fires, pollution in soil and water ecosystems, and misuse of
pasture and forest areas pose threats to biodiversity.

Referring to the diversity of life forms on earth, biodiversity consists
of genetic, species and ecosystem diversity, and it is the main indicator of a
healthy environment. Biodiversity is the cornerstone of the life support systems
necessary for the continuation of the existence of life on earth (Demir, 2013,
pp. 67-74; Karagoz, Ozbek, & Sari, 2016, pp- 88-99). It serves as a resource for
humanity’s basic needs such as air, water, medicine and shelter (Dilbirligi,
2007, p. 5). Plant biodiversity is considered as a guarantee for the future of
humanity in the fields of health, industry, agriculture and biotechnology (Erat
& Balik, 2022, pp. 117-125).

Sustainability

Environmental problems are a crucial concern for all nations and should
be given priority to ensure a habitable world for future generations. The
concept of sustainability refers to an understanding that advocates a balance
between development and the protection of natural resources in a way that
development and environment complement each other and that regard future
generations as partners in the prosperity that development will provide (Tiras,
2012, pp. 57-73).

Sustainable use aims to provide solutions within the current economic
and social system, while considering the natural balance and preserving
natural resources for future generations. Additionally, protecting biodiversity
is a key objective of sustainable use (Arpacioglu Ozdemir & Oguz, 2018, pp.
769-781).

In the Lower Meri¢ Basin, which is the study area, there are rich areas in
terms of plant biodiversity, including rare and threatened species. However,
environmental problems such as water pollution, soil pollution and air
pollution are the main threats to biodiversity. There are also problems, such as
the drying up of wetlands and their conversion to agricultural lands, misuse
of agricultural lands, and construction of summer houses, in the basin.

In the southern part of the study area, on the Aegean coast, the
construction of second homes is increasing due to the demand for sea tourism.
Especially in the summer months, a large number of people from outside the
basin come to the region, leading to both the insufficiency of infrastructure
services and various environmental problems. Factors such as overpopulation,
intensification of human activities and summer drought bring about the risk
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of forest and land fires. Demand for summer houses and high profit rates in the
region pose a threat to environments such as wetlands, forests and meadows,
which harbor rich plant biodiversity. This study aims to examine the plant
biodiversity in the Lower Meri¢ Basin and to provide recommendations for
the sustainable use of the basin in terms of plant biodiversity.

Study Area

The study area is located in the south of Edirne province in the Ergene
part of the Marmara Region in Turkey. It includes the lower parts of the Meri¢
Basin lying within the territory of Turkey. Kesan, Ipsala and Enez districts of
Edirne province are all located within this area. Settlements such as Sazlidere,
Gokgetepe, Erikli and Yaylakoy are located in the Aegean coast of Thrace
and have close human and economic relations with the Lower Meri¢ Basin.
Although these settlements are located in the Marmara Sea Basin, they were
included in the study considering the threats to biodiversity and the existence
of intensive human and economic relations with these settlements regarding
sustainable use (Map 1).

Data and Methodology

To conduct the research, a literature review was performed by analyzing
previous studies, including dissertations, articles, papers, books, maps, and
printed and online sources. Field observations were conducted to evaluate
plant biodiversity and threats to it. Digital Elevation data based on ASTER
GDEM and Landsat satellite images of the site, as well as 1/25,000 and
1/100,000 scale maps from the General Command of Mapping, were obtained
for mapping purposes. Location and vegetation maps of the site were created
using ArcGIS 10.6 software.



66 * Yasemin KIBAROGLU

NVLS|NVNNA

|

auip3

l|aepiiy

s
e

e ﬁ

ahung

e

J s

T zZuspy

f%ﬂ%\n/\xl\// e

JADINNL
}\f/ﬂ..(.u\,\\\:(a\rucf kj\/ \\\
ueisPINg |, R
=ik N
ey Ziuopeiey|

q 963 -::'\,

—u
1Zjua

fuejsuebing

Map 1: Geographic location of the study area
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Geographical Conditions of Vegetation

The distribution of vegetation on earth is influenced by various
geographical conditions, including climate, landforms, parent material,
soil, and human factors (Atalay, 2007, p. 42). Climatic elements, such as
temperature, humidity, precipitation, wind, and light, play a significant role
in shaping vegetation in a particular area (Giinal, 2013, pp. 1-22). Temperature
conditions regulate the whole life of plants as a climatic element that starts and
ends the vegetation process in plants (Cetinkaya, 2021) . The site in question
is located in a transition zone between the Mediterranean climate and the
Central European continental climate.

The Lower Meric Basin is located in an area with a semi-humid climate
that is affected by continentality. The winters are cold and rainy, while
the summers are hot and dry (Kogman, 1993, p. 78). This region can be
considered a transition zone influenced by both the Mediterranean climate
and the continental climate typical of Central Europe. Although the area is
located on the seaside and has relatively smooth terrain, it is still subject to
the continental climate characteristics of the Balkan Peninsula. This results in
harsh cold temperatures and snowfall during the winter months. In contrast,
the summer months bring higher temperatures, increased evaporation, and
decreased precipitation, often leading to drought. The temperature and rainfall
conditions are conducive to the growth of forest, shrub, and grass formations.

When the study area is evaluated in terms of landforms, a monotonous
topography is seen, except Hisarl1 Mountain, without much elevation. In the
western part of the area, there is an alluvial base consisting of flood plain and
delta plain. Moving towards the east, the elevation gradually increases. Hills
without much elevation, such as Hoyiik Tepe (215 m.) and Yildiz Tepe (248
m.), are located on the plateau areas. On the ridges east of the Merig-Ergene
junction, the plateau surface at an elevation of 60-70 meters descends towards
the south (Go¢men, 1977, p. 27). The Merig gorge facilitated the penetration
of the Aegean Sea’s influences into the interior of Thrace. Along the valley,
where marine influences can enter, Mediterranean species have found the
opportunity to grow inland. (Kdse, 2015, p. 5).

When we look at the characteristics of the soil, which is among the
geographical conditions of the vegetation cover, alluvial soils from the azonal
soil group are widely seen in and around the river valleys in the Lower Meri¢
Basin and hydromorphic soils from the intrazonal soil group are commonly
observed in the areas where the groundwater level is high. Among the zonal
soils group, Non-Calcareous Brown Forest Soils cover large areas in the south
of the basin. As in all zonal soils, A, B, C zones of the Non-Calcareous Brown
Forest Soils, which are among the zonal soils, have developed. They have high
water retention capacity (Akova, 2002, p. 76). Non-Calcareous Brown Soils are
encountered in the east of Ipsala. (Toprak Su Genel Miidiirligi, 1970, p. 41).
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Geographical Distribution of Plant Formations

Most of the study area is considered as Mediterranean Flora Region in
terms of flora regions, and the northern parts are considered as Black Sea
(Auxin)-Mediterranean Transitional Flora Region. (Dénmez, Aydinézii,
Bityiikoglan, & Ibret, 2012, pp. 1-13). In terms of plant formations, the site in
question is located in the area of maquis and dry forests. The most common
species in the forest formation are oak and Calabrian pine (Map 2).

1. Forest Formation

In the southern part of Thrace, xerophytic plants have developed due to
climatic conditions. This can be considered as a dry forest area. Dry forests
are widespread in the area between Enez and Kesan-Mecidiye. The dominant
plant species of these forests are oak trees.

Oak and hornbeam communities are observed around Celtik, Disbudak,
Karli and Beykdy in the north of Mecidiye. To the east of the Kesan-Mecidiye
line, Calabrian pine (Pinus brutia) forests begin to spread. Especially around
Pirnal, Mercankdy and Maariz, Calabrian pine forests are mixed with species
such as Phillyrea (Phillyrea latifolia), Rock Rose (Cistus salviifolius), Kermes
Oak (Quercus coccifera), Olive (Olea oleaster) and Tar Juniper (Juniperus
oxycedrus). (Dénmez, 1968, s. 158-159). The dominant species in and around
Gokgetepe Nature Park are Calabrian pine (ir}uggrutia trees (Photograph 1).
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Photograph 1: The Calabrian pine (Pinus brutia) communities in Gokgetepe Nature Park
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At the summits of Hisarlidag and Candir Mountain, there are clusters
of Quercus cerris, commonly known as Turkey oak, which can grow up to 8
meters in height. Oak spreads on a wide area especially in the northern and
eastern parts of the hills (Photograph 2). Field Maple (Acer campestre) is also
included in these ensembles, although in small numbers. Towards the coast,
Turkey oak (Quercus cerris) starts to be seen again ( (Zal, 2006, s. 80). Around
the Meri¢ River are communities of White Willow (Salix alba) and White
Poplar (Populus alba).

-

Photograph 2: A view of the dry forest area on the eastern slope of Hisarli Mountain.
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Map 2: Lower Meri¢ Basin Vegetation Map
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2. Shrub Formation

A shrub formation consisting of Phillyrea (Phillyrea latifolia), Blackthorn
(Paliurus aculeatus), Kermes Oak (Quercus coccifera), Wild Rose (Rosa
sempervirens), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Rock Rose (Cistus) is
spread on the western slope of Hisarl1 Mountain to the east of Enez. These
shrub communities are 2-3 meters tall. From 100 meters onwards, the Phillyrea
(Phillyrea latifolia) begins to dominate and other species decrease in number.
The Phillyrea (Phillyrea latifolia) grows even taller into trees up to 4 meters
tall. The presence of maquis on the western slopes of Hisarlit Mountain is due
to the Mediterranean climate’s influence along the Merig valley (Dénmez,
1968, pp. 149-185).

Maquis are also seen on the southern slopes of Hisarli Mountain.
Terebinth (Pistacia terebinthus) and Kermes oak (Quercus coccifera) are seen
especially on the southern slopes. On the northern slopes, maquis species
disappear. In the north, where the elevation decreases, there are ensembles of
Kermes oak, Phillyrea (Phillyrea latifolia) and Rock Rose (Cistus salviifolius).
These are occasionally mixed with Norway Maple (Acer platonoides) and
Blackthorn (Paliurus aculetaus) (Zal, 2006, p. 80). Various maquis and garigue
communities are also found in Lake Gala National Park (Photograph 3).

L et o : : ; W R ﬁ%‘\';g%% SR
Photograph 3: A view of shrub formations in the southern parts of Lake Gala National Park
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3. Grass Formation

Although the study area is a site widely occupied with dry forests and
maquis in Thrace, species belonging to the grass formation are observed where
these communities have been destroyed. There are also species-rich freshwater
communities on the edges of the lakes in the Meri¢ Delta (Photograph 4).
Species seen here include Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum),
Sago Pondweed (Potamogeton pectinatus) and the rarely found Yellow
Floating Heart (Nymphoides peltata). The open water habitat in marsh plant
communities has rich aquatic flora.

Some species in the study area are; Hornwort (Ceratophyllum demersum),
European Frog-Bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae), Lemna gibba, Lemna minor,
Lemna trisulca, Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), Spiny Water
Nymph (Najas marina), Najas minor, Yellow Floating Heart (Nymphoides
peltata), five Potamogeton species of Water Hyacinth, Ranunculus
trichophyllus, Salvinia natans, European Water Chestnut (Trapa natans),
Straight Vallisneria (Vallisneria spiralis) and Zannichellia palustris. Large
swampy plant communities are found on the lakesides and underwater areas.
Common Reed (Phragmitesaustralis), Lakeshore Bulrush (Schoenoplectus
lacustris) and Narrowleaf Cattail (Typha angusifolia) predominate among
them (Ozhatay, Byfield, & Atay, 2005, p. 39).

Photograph 4: Aquatic plant communities around the lagoon lakes east of the Enez
coastal road.
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The Merig Delta is one of the most important wetlands in Turkey (Akova,
2008). Endemic species were also identified in and around the Merig Delta.
These species are Mayweed (Tripleurospermum hygrophilum), White
Knapweed (Centaurea diffusa), and Sweet Clover (Melilotus bicolor). Rare and
conservation priority taxa are Sea Kale (Crambe maritima), Linaria (Linaria
odora), Yellow Floating Heart (Nymphoides peltata), Ophyrys mammosa,
Green-Winged Orchid (Orchis morio), Floating Fern (Salvinia natans),
European Water Chestnut (Trapa natans). Mediterranean elements take the
first place in the delta with 68 taxa. The second is Euro-Siberian elements with
41 taxa. There are 4 taxa belonging to Iran-Turan. The phytogeographical
region of 237 taxa in the delta is uncertain (Kose, 2015, pp. 99-112).

In Thrace, coastal plants do not lie as a continuous strip. Rather, coastal
plants are encountered in patches on the low coasts. Coastal plants are
distributed on the dunes also in the area between Mecidiye and Enez, which
is within the study area (Photograph 5).

Photograph 5: Coastal plants seen on the dunes on the coastal part of Enez.

THREATS TO PLANT BIODIVERSITY

There are special, rare and threatened plant species that need to be
protected in the Lower Meri¢ Basin. For example, Salvinia natans (Floating
Fern) and Trapa natans (European Water Chestnut) are two plant species found
within the Basin that are endangered across Europe. In addition, Myosurus
minimus (Mousetail), Nymphoides peltata (Yellow floating heart), Sium
latifolium (greater water-parsnip), Trifolium ornithopodioides, Vallisneria
spiralis (straight vallisneria), which are rare plant species on a national scale,
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are also observed. (C)zhatay, Byfield, & Atay, 2005; Zal, 2006; Kose, 2015).
However, various environmental problems caused by human and economic
activities in the region pose threats to various plant species.

The risks to plant biodiversity in the basin cannot be considered in
isolation from factors such as water pollution and soil problems. Human
activities that cause ecosystem deterioration lead to a decrease in biodiversity
and a gradual narrowing of habitats. The Meri¢ River in Bulgaria and the
Ergene River in Thrace are both polluted by industrial and mining waste. The
Ergene River, in particular, poses the greatest risk to the environment due
to the additional waste from industrial organizations. The living organisms
in the environment are most at risk from the polluted waters of the Ergene
River (Saglam, 2014, p.120). Metal pollution in the water is mainly caused
by wastewater from industrial and mining activities in Turkey and Greece
(Erbay, 2010, pp. 65-66). Throughout most of the year, the Ergene River and
its tributaries discharge twice their daily flow rate (Ministry of Environment
and Forestry, 2010, pp. 69-70).

Lake ecosystems in the Lower Meri¢ Basin also suffer from water
pollution. Nitrogenous and phosphorus compounds were found to be quite
high in the surface waters of Lake Gala. The parameter that poses the greatest
risk in the waters of this lake is nitrite nitrogen (Tokatli, Kése, Ugurluoglu,
Cicek, & Emiroglu, 2014, p. 490-501). Water is an indispensable source of
life for all living things. However, waters contaminated with chemical and
biological wastes pose a risk to plant areas in the basin.

Another problem of the basin soils is erosion. Agricultural lands are
open to wind and surface water runoff. Vegetation in forested areas and
pastures has been destroyed. The degradation of vegetation exacerbates soil
erosion.

One of the biggest threats to vegetation in the Lower Meri¢ Basin is the
draining of the wetland system and its conversion into agricultural areas.
In the early 20th century, wetlands on the Turkish side of the Merig Delta
(south of Ipsala) covered more than 24,000 hectares. This figure dropped to
9500 hectares in 1972. In the 1980s, swampy areas to the south of Koyuntepe
were drained and turned into agricultural land. As a result, wetlands were
destroyed by 85% during the 20th century, leaving an area of approximately
3500 hectares. (Ozhatay, Byfield, & Atay, 2005, p. 40).

The coastal settlements in the south of Thrace are sea tourism centers
preferred by local tourists. Due to intense demand, the construction of
summer residences on and around these coasts is increasing (Photograph
6). Factors such as overpopulation in the summer months, intensification
of human activities and summer drought bring about the risk of forest and
land fires. Demand for summer houses and high profit rates in the region
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pose a threat to vegetation-rich environments such as wetlands, forests and
meadows.

Photograph 6: A forested area between summer residences in Gaziomerbey
Neighborhood in the southeast of Enez

A positive development for the conservation of biodiversity in and
around Lake Gala has been the designation of this area as a National Park.
The area including Gala and Pamuklu lakes located between Ipsala and Enez
was declared as “Lake Gala National Park” by the decision of the Council of
Ministers in 2005, making this area Turkey’s 36th National Park. The national
park has a total area of 6090 hectares, of which 3,090 hectares are wetlands
and 3,000 hectares are forested areas. (Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
2018).

There are also two Nature Parks within the Lower Meri¢ Basin. One of
these is Gokgetepe Nature Park. Gokgetepe Nature Park is 50 hectares in size
and located 25.5 km. away from Kesan district center in Edirne. The Nature
Park has the Saros Gulf on its south and state-owned forests on its north.
This area became a recreation area in 1988 upon the proposal of the Regional
Directorate of Forestry. Having camping areas, picnic units and parking areas,
this site hosts approximately 1150 people a day. (Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, 2018).
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The other one is Danisment Nature Park, located on the Aegean Sea
coast. It is located 25 km. from Kesan and 40 km. from Enez. Lying on an
area of 13.19 hectares, this Nature Park was allocated as a recreation area in
1988 upon the proposal of the Regional Directorate of Forestry. The nature
park, which can potentially host 1072 people a day, was leased for 29 years and
started to be operated in 2008 (Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 2018).
Although construction is not allowed in nature parks, the companies renting
the facilities may build some structures. Within the framework of the Long-
Term Development Plans, partial construction is allowed to meet the needs of
visitors to the Nature Park.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Lower Merig Basin, the focus of this study, is home to a diverse range
of plant species, including rare ones that require protection. However, human
and economic activities in the region have led to environmental issues that
endanger several plant species. To ensure sustainable use of plant biodiversity
in the basin, it is recommended to prioritize economic activities that are
compatible with the natural structure of the area. Additionally, it is important
to analyze the environmental impacts of each project during the decision-
making stage.

Environmental problems such as water pollution, soil pollution and air
pollution are among the leading threats to vegetation. There are also problems,
such as the drying up of wetlands and their conversion to agricultural lands,
misuse of agricultural lands, and construction of summer houses, in the basin.

The Aegean coasts in the south of Thrace are among the preferred holiday
destinations for local tourists. Due to intense demand, the construction of
summer residences on and around these coasts is increasing. Especially in the
summer months, a large number of people from outside the basin come to the
region, leading to both the insufficiency of infrastructure services and various
environmental problems.

Where mass tourism develops, there is intense pressure on natural
resources and the environment. Forest areas, pastures and grasslands,
wetlands and agricultural areas are being destroyed and misused due to
tourism facilities. In terms of sustainable use and management of natural and
cultural resources, it would be appropriate for the region to focus on alternative
tourism types such as ecotourism, agrotourism and nature tourism.

One of the threats to biodiversity in the area is erosion, which causes
degradation of the soil ecosystem. Erosion is more severe in the south of the
study area, in the part of Thrace bordering the Aegean Sea. Erosion is severe
around Hisarli, Candir, Celebi, Koruklu, Erikli, Danisment, Mecidiye, and
Pirnar. In order to prevent erosion in the basin, first of all, lands should be
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used in line with their potential and capacities. The use of agricultural and
forestry lands, meadows and pastures for purposes other than their intended
use will likely exacerbate erosion in the area. Awareness raising and training
of farmers should be given importance in order to be able to cultivate the
soil properly and to protect the soil against erosion. In addition, afforestation
and vegetation (phytobonification) works should be carried out to restore the
damaged vegetation in the basin.

Within the scope of the National Parks Law No. 2873, there are protected
areas such as Gala Lake National Park, Gokgetepe Nature Park, and
Danisment Nature Park in the basin. Kesan and Enez coasts are Grade I and
IT natural protected areas. In Nature Parks, construction activities should be
kept to a minimum and regular inspections should be carried out to ensure
that the site is protected as a natural environment. The inspection authority
and enforcement power of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the
Ministry of Environment and Urbanization should be increased to protect
forest lands, protected areas, national parks and nature parks in the basin. As
a precaution against forest fires, undeveloped areas should be created between
settlements and forest lands.
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1. Introduction

Alison Jaggar (1993) in his book, Feminist Politics and Human Nature,
classifies feminist political philosophy into four categories. Among them they
are Liberal and Marxist Feminism which assess women issue from completely
different point of views. While most liberal modern theorists agree on the
idea that governmental institutions must stay neutral toward individuals’
competing visions of the good life (Ackerman, 1980: 11), Marxists claim
that capitalist liberal state mediates between capitalism’s needs for market
production and labour force for reproduction (Burstyn, 1985: 63). State policies
for family, in this regard, for Marxism, basically work to strengthen women'’s
unpaid labour in home for the sake of reproducing labour force in the market.

Modern liberal theorists claim that state must treat each citizen equally
and secure individuals’ autonomy for enabling individuals to exercise their
freedoms. To this end, governmental institutions must defend primary rights
that are vital for liberty and must guarantee minimum circumstances for
individuals to use these rights (Ibid). Vital point among these entitlements is a
region for self-directed personal choice, free from public intrusion. Marxists,
on the other hand, basically argue that “individual rights emphasized by
liberals are the freedoms of a man treated as an isolated monad and withdrawn
into himself” (Marx in Grant, 2005: 53). Therefore, for Marxism, equality and
liberty of citizens in liberal theory is nothing but formal rights and freedoms
which do not represent social reality. That is why, basically speaking, women
liberation can only be achieved by means of abolishing capitalism itself, from
Marxist point of view.

Debates between liberal theory and Marxist philosophy on feminism
inevitably include state as a political entity in terms of regulating how rights
and freedoms should be formulated. Notwithstanding the apparent centrality
of the state in structuring masculinity and femininity relationships,
theorizing state does not reside in a central role in feminist philosophy.
It is argued that feminism has no theory of the state (MacKinnon, 1989:
157). This paper, on the contrary, aims to give a brief analysis of the relation
between liberal capitalist state and feminism. In other words, the paper
seeks an answer to a simple question: What is the relation between liberal
capitalist state and feminism? To this end; by pointing out basic dimensions
of feminist issue, it is pointed out that what feminists demand from state
in the first part of the study. The second part of the study focuses on the
comparative analysis of Liberal and Marxist understandings of feminist
issue. In the third part of the study, it is argued that capitalist liberal state
is not able to respond feminist demands, for liberal capitalist state benefits
from feminism in realizing capitalism needs.
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2. The Core Dimensions of Feminist Issue

Feminist political theory can be assessed as a subdivision of feminist
philosophy and political philosophy. As a subdivision of feminist philosophy,
Ricour (1970: 66) argues that it serves as a sketch of critique or a hermeneutics
of doubt. In other words, it, as a branch of feminist philosophy, enables
someone to look at the political world in order to analyse how it typically
but poorly represents, and depicts women in society. As a subdivision of
political philosophy, Feminist political theory, for Ricour, “serves as a field
for developing new ideals, practices, and justifications for how political
institutions and practices should be organized and reconstructed.” (Ibid)

Despite the fact that feminism as an ideology comes to the political agenda
especially during the late 19" century and early 20" century;, it is not difficult to
say that existence of feminist political philosophy is mostly based on the effort
of previous generations of feminist scholarship and activism which is called
First-Wave Feminism (1840-1920). The most important achievement of First
Wave Feminism was “to develop a language of equal rights for women and to
garner women the right to vote.” (Ibid) Second Wave Feminism, begun in the
1960s, also contributed to the feminist ideology by drawing on the language
of liberation for civil rights move